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ADVERTISEMENT. 
E I 8 collection of alfervations 


was at firſt made with a view 
ſolely to my own private inſtruction, 
aud T ſbould never have ventured to 
commit them to the publick, had not 
been induced to hazard that Rlep by 
perſons of confideration, as well as an 
| earneſt defire to preſent them to Mon- 
fieur de Vaudieres, whom I had the 
honour to accompany in his journey to 


Italy. This. is the leaft acknowledg- 


ment I owe to this illuſtrious protec- 
tor of the liberal arts, for the fingu- 
lar ſhare of his favour which J en- 
| foyed, and the advantages I have 
5 from a journey ſo neceſſary to 

VVV 


5 (ir) 
des; me per fæłr in the he of ar- 
chitecture. 1 | 


| "7 2 Prinripal deſgn in this little 
work is to refreſh the memory of thoſe 
who have viſited Italy, and ſeen the 
moſt remarkable antiqui ies in the 
neighbourhood of Naples; as well as 
zo communicate a Sight idea of them 
70 others, who have not made that 
tour, and of conſequence cannot judge 
3 =p for themſelves. 1 ſhall only obſerve, 7 
I that, among the different deſigns ex- 
Bibind 3 in this volume, there are fome 
Plans of tbe principal edifice in the 
city of Herculaneum, he dimenf 7011S 
| of which it was not poſſible for mne io 
5 tale; for the inſpeclors of the works, 
and thoſe who conducted the digging, 
had fo ſevere orders on that Jubjef, 


SE. that they would never Pg? me with 
| an LUO 
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1 have divided this rolleffinn Sno _ I 
as farts, which form as many It. 1 
the 2 eparate rreatiſes, in the frft of - 

which I deſcribe every intereſting par- 
ticular which I obſerved ; in Hercula- 
neum, including publick and private 
edi fees, tombs, utenſils, and other 
curiofs ties found i in that ſubterranean 
city, where the leaſt trifles become 
matters of conſequence to the lovers of 
antiquity. 
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De ſecond klin 5 is compoſed of s. 
diſſertation upon the paintings ane 
ſeulpturs found i in Herculaneum; and 
as this part was not ſo much my Pro- 
vince, I would not rely upon iny 0wn 
hnowledge, but had recourſe to Mon- 
eur Cochin, who had the Honour to 
be choſen by bis majeſiy, as a proper 
perſon to accompany Men fieur de Vau- 
dieres 
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ee in the fs Jabs: Journey, 1 oh 
employed every leiſure moment that 
was at his diſpoſal, in making obſer- 
vations, touching an art in which he 
excels. Dis d. ſertation, therefore, 
i entirely the work of that celebrated 
5 defig: Zner, who hath been pleaſed. to 


communicate to me every thing that 


he had collected upon rhe 8 


De third faction contains a de ferip- 
lion of the antiquities in the neigh- 
bourhood of Naples; namely, Baiz, 
Puzzoli and. Capua. I know very 
well that ſeveral authirs have given 
deſcriptions of what is moſt remark- 
able in theſe different places, But as 
T likewiſe made obſervations upon the 
fame antiquities, which I accurately 
delineated upon the ſpot, I thought it 
was a duty I owed to my profeſſion 
3 \ | 70 


( vii 
to inſert them after thoſe of Hercu- 
laneum, with which, indeed. they 
- wu naturally connected. 


Should the publick reb 72 this little 
por formance, I may hereafter com- 
municate my reflections upon the mo- 
numenis of antiquity in Rome, and 


ether ee of Italy. 


Tn A 
Page 200. Line 19. for us, read hir. 
P. 206. for Aarca, r. Maria. 
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UPON THE 
ANTIQUITIES 
Of the City of 
HERCULANEUM. 
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SECTION I 


Of the Epiicks, Tous, and Curio- 
$SITIES found at HERCULANE UM. 
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DISSERTATION upon the Eruprions of 
Mount VESUVIVs. 


EFORE we enter into a detail 
of the edifices and other curio- 
ſitics which have been diſcovered in 
the ſubterranean town of Hercula- 
neum, it will not be improper to 
give a ſuperficial ſketch of Mount 
Veſuvius, which was the cauſe of 
that city's deſtruction. The. prodi- 
gious effects of this vulcano are the 
more difficult to deſcribe, as the 
mountain from which it riſes, is ſub- 
ject to great alterations, occaſioned by 
B 2 „ 
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Plate I. 
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the earthquakes which produce the 


eruptions. The following remarks 
I made upon theſe; phænomena in the 
year 1749. They have been con- 
firmed by a repeated ſurvey, which 1 
took in 1750, as well as by the ob- 
ſervations of Monſieur Souflot, the 
king's architect, who favoured me 
with the dimenſions as he himſelf 


had taken them that ſame Jus: 


- The fiſt, Hate repreſents Mount 


v eſuvius“, as it appeared in 1750; 
the circumference of the ſummit be- 


ing eight hundred and fifty toiſes, 


and the diameter two hundred and 
cighty two. 


* Thoſe who are curious to ſee this vulcano 
repreſented more at large, may have recourſe 
to the plate which Monſieur Chedel hath en- 
graved, after a deſign made upon the ſpor in 

5 75⁰. by Monſieur _ Jun.“ 31771 


We 
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we aſeived- at hs . A. how 


hence we could perceive the mouths 
B. C. D. E. before we deſcended by 
the path which leads to the bottom. 


The road to the ſummit was very 
difficult, the laſt two miles being 


partly | through cinders, and partly | 
over ſtones, which had been very 
unequally diffuſed by the late erup- 
tion. Theſe ſtones were of different 
natures, both in conſiſtence and co- 
Tour, ſome of them being very hard, 


and heavy, and others light, and 


extremely porous, compoſed of ſul- 
phur and minerals. In 1749, at 
the bottom of this vulcano were ſe- 
veral mouths, E. G. which threw up 


the matter in ſuch abundance, as to 
raiſe the earth to the level, C. D. E. 


which in 1750 formed the new in- 


terior ſurface of this mountain. The 


5 ſummit A. from the line C D.E. is 
2 not 
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not more than from thirty to thirty 
two toiſes in heighth, which is not 
quite one half of what it was in the 
preceding year. We deſcended over 
cruſts of ſulphur, which covered a 
boiling matter, like metal in a ſtate 
of fuſion. We found a ſpace C 
about eighteen or twenty feet, in 
which theſe cruſts being broke, dil 
covered a kind of a lake, formed of 
different inflammable ſubſtances, the 
ſcum of which being thrown out 
upon the ſides, was cooled and ac- 
cumulated into new heaps, the form 
of which, I can compare to nothing 
ſo aptly, as to the effect produced in 
a river by ſheets of ice: they were 
about eight or nine feet thick; and 
bore up by a liquid ſubſtance; ſeve- 

ral flakes were piled one over ano- 

ther, and all the bottom gaping in 

different parts, being full of chinks 
1 £ * through 


* by 7 ] | 


through which che fire was Prrcdir- 
able. 


The mountain B. was ſituated at 
about one third of the diſtance from 
this bottom, and partly covered with 
its vaults the great mouth, | from 
whence, every five minutes, iſſued a 
ſheet of fire, mixed with ſtones, 
liquid ſulphur, and laver, which be- 
ing cooled in falling down, increaſed 
the mountain, which, in the year 
1750, might be from twelve to fif- 
teen toiſes in heighth, and the ſheet 
of fire roſe about eighteen or ovary 
toiſes above the ſummit. 


1 W was Fan 
a quantity of other ſmall openings, 
B. C. D. and E. called chimneys, 
which never threw. out flames, ex- 
cept when the ſheet, in its different 
Periods, finding difficulty i in iſſuing 

B 4 through 
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through the great opening, and ſtrik- 
ing violently againſt the ſides of the 
vaults, was determined downwards 
into the interior part of that gulf, 
where it ſeemed to receive new force, 
which enabled it to eſcape through 
theſe ſmall openings. Theſe effects 

obſerved diſtinctly, and at diffe- 
rent times, as well as a pretty vio- 
lent wind, which iſſued from the 
little mouths, and ſeemed likewiſe to 
have a vent at the great opening, 
Theſe occaſional alterations are plain- 
ly proved, by the ſmall elevation of 
the ſheet of flame in 1749, when I 
went thither for the firſt time; for, 
about a month before that eticn, 
the abbe Nollet had ſeen it iſſue with 
as great violence, as we afterwards 
obſerved i in the month of November, 
1750. But thoſe who want to be 
perfectly informed of the different 
elfcels of this vulcano, its variations, 


and phænomena, will find their cu- 
rioſity ſatisſied in the relation with 
which that great philoſopher pro- 
poſes to oblige the publick. 


For ſome years, the increaſe and 
fury of this vulcano gave reaſon to 
apprehend a new eruption; frequent 
earthquakes were felt in the neigh- 
bourhood of Naples, and all the 
dreadful ſymptoms, which uſed to 
precede theſe evacuations, were aug- 
mented. - Accordingly, the. terrible 
effects were ſoon produced, for i in 
the month of October, 1751. the 
mountain opening, vomited up a 
had been amaſſed in its © bowels. 
Luckily 3 this torrent of burning Mat- 
ter directed its courſe towards the 
river Sarno, where it ſtopt; ſo that 
the country was ſaved from the over- 
flowing, of-its ſtreams, which would 
Jet certain] y 
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certainly have, otherwiſe, done infi- 


_ nite damage. 


About fix and twenty eruptions 
have been reckoned ſince that in the 


firſt year of the reign! of Titus, in 


which the city of Herculaneum was 


engulphed ; and the laver and cin- 
ders of all theſe eruptions, being ſuc- 


ceſſively ſpread on the ſame olive; 
have formed over that city a ſolid 


cruſt, about Gfty or [ny feet 1 


n em e ben thi | 
1 hath diſcharged water mix- 
ed with ſhells, and ſeveral Latin in- 
ſcriptions ſeem to confirm the ſtrange 
phenomenon. Among others, that 
which is upon the road to Naples at 


Portici; beginning with theſe words, 


cc. Went Poſteri, veftra Res agitur. 
(Vide Miſſon Tom. 2. p. 59.) and 


that near the Torre del Greco, which 
begins 


#1 
begins with „ Viam a Neapoli ad 
, 0 Rhegiam, &c. (Vid. id. Tom. 3. 


* 3570 


1 Jo ubt think it is my buſineſs to 
expatiate further upon the hiſtory of 
mount Veſuvius; as the detail may 
be found in ſeveral authors, who 
have treated of it, as philoſophers 
and naturaliſts. Beſides, ſuch ac- 
counts being foreign to my deſign, I 
ſhould be afraid of having been al- 
ready too diffuſe on this ſubjeR, were 
I not perſuaded that thoſe who read 
this little performance, will be glad 
to find the origin of the antiquities, 
Won I I. to their view. | | 
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or aun, 
Ciry of HERCULANEUM 


T is a le time ſince the ſpot, 
LJ where Herculaneum was ſituated, 
| hath been diſcovered by means of a 
well, dug by a peaſant of that neigh- 
Bihodd, who found ſeveral pieces 
of marble under-ground. In 1706, 
the workmen employed in building 
a country- -houſe at Portici, for the 
Prince d Elbuf, in digging for a 
foundation, arrived at à vault, un- 
der which they found different ſta- 
tues of braſs and marble, which were 
ſent to prince Eugene; and ſince 
that time, no meaſures have been 
taken to forward the diſcovery, un- 
| tl the preſent king of Naples and 
HI Sicily a 
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Sicily ordered new refearches to be 
ſet on foot, In effect, at the depth 
of ſixty feet from the ſurface, they 
found an ancient city, over which 
are built the ſmall contiguous towns 
of Portici and Reſini, ſituated be- 
tween mount Veſuvius and the ſea. 
For a long time, the world was du- 
bious about the real name of this ſub- 
terraneous City - but theſe doubts are 
nov diſpelled by the various inſcrip- 
tions, and the principal buildings 
which have been diſcovered; particu- 
larly the inſcription, engraved upon 
that fine equeſtrian ſtatue of Nonius 
Balbus, of which we ſhall have. oc- 
caſion to ſpeak in the ſequel. on 
the pedeſtal we read. theſe words, 


NI. NoONIO. M. BALBI. F. 
3 P. . l 2 — . 
r  HERGULANENSES. 
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and cad found ! in the quarter of 
the theatre beginning thus, 
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| 5H Ann nius L E Mammianus 
5 Rufus. xl. vir &. 
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HERCULANEUM. 


I here exhibit, is not abſo- 


lutely exact, the places being dug, 


and the diſcoveries made at different 
times; ſo that we are obliged to 


gueſs at its form by the pedeſtals, 


walls, columns, ſtairss &c. which 


we include in the plan of this edi- 


fice, according to the places in which 


they were diſcovered. In 1750 they 
were at work upon the orcheſtra E; 

but is is impoſſible to examine the 
whole theatre at once, becauſe there 
is a neceſſity of leaving here and 
there, piles of earth H, to ſupport the 
conſiderable maſs, with which the town 


HE plan of the theatre which Plate II. 
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is entirely overwhelmed. The trenches, 
which the workmen cut at random, 
in this ſubterranean city, are no more 
than from four to fix feet in heighth, 

and three or four in width; and 
when they meet with any ſtatue, 
they dig it out very often i in pieces; 

for almoſt all of them are mutilated, 
being either broke by the weigh: of 
the earth above them, or melted by 
the heat of the laver with which they 
were ſurrounded. In the apartments 
of the king of the two Sicilies, there 
are ſcyeral pieces of excellent work- 


manſhip, which have met with this 


ROrELNG: + er e : 
| 4 "The plan wok I 5 ee is, ; 
i that which 1 received in the country, 
5 for I would not too much depend up- 
| on my on original ſketch;, But I 
1 ſcrupulouſly examined all chat was diſ- 


1 covered of it, going through all the 
= paths 


ww 


ws 


| ter) 5 
paths that were then formed at ran- 


dom, in the extent of the Theatre. 
Indeed, at that time no more than 
the three pillars F, were diſcovered 
in the Proſcenium. I aſcended ' ſe- 
veral ſmall ſtair-caſes C, by which 


all the ſteps P communicated, one 
with another, and 1 perceived i in the 


ſteps above, ſeveral pedeſtals B, which "ow 
ſeemed nearer one another, than i is 


repreſented i in the plan which was 
taken. It is more likely, that theſe 


pedeſtals ſupported pillars that form- 


ed a, gallery, ſuch as the ancients 


were uſed to make in their theatres. 


In other reſpects, they were well 
proportioned, and covered with ve 


fair marble. The four ſtair- caſes 6. 


have already been diſcovered, and 
the piles of earth are leſt ſtanding 


upon the great ſteps, eighteen of 


N riſe ſucceſſively to the cireular 
A 0 landing- 


18 \ 
landing-place, 3 ſeparates them 
from three other higher ſteps. The 
form of this landing- place, and the 
ſteps which it environs, is a circum- 
ference deſcribed round three diffe- 
rent centers, according to this deſign, 
copied, Röm that which was given 
to me upon the ſpot. T he width 
of the Orcheſtra i is taken from the 
third ſtep, reckoned from below to 

that on the oppoſite ſide, and the 
Theatre ſeemed terminated by a fa- 
gade of architecture; at leaſt, ſo 1 
5 Judged from the laſts of the columns 
F, which I ſaw upon the Proſceni- 
"mY of very fine marble. As for the 
wooden: work found in the parts G, 
it was al reduced to charcoal. 


This theatre was not only adorn- 
ed with the fineſt marble, decorated 

N with ſtatues, and enriched with co- 
lumns, 


T9917] 
. but great part of its outſide 
A, was painted in freſco. As it had 
been dug piece-meal, it was gradu- 
ally ſtript of its ornaments, and now 
nothing remains but bricks and ſtones, 
which were formerly covered with 
marble. or plaiſter, upon which the 
painting was performed. But the 
conduct preſeribed to the workmen 
in digging, obliges them to replace 
the earth in thoſe parts which they 
have viſited, that they may have 
room to penetrate another way; by 
which means, ſuch conſiderable 
changes are made in the appearance 
of things, that thoſe, who may 
hereafter examine the place, will not 
perhaps find it in the ſame ſituation 
as it occurred to me. T his conſide- 
ration induced me to mention the 
moſt eſſential things, which I my- 
l ahſerved, as this plan ſeems to 
'Q 2 me 
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me neither exa& nor faithful, and 

makes me conjecture, that the author 
has erred conſiderably in his delinea- 
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HERCULANEUM 


Compared with that of W 
at ROME. | 


N order to ſupport my opinion 
upon ſome certain foundation, 1 
wil | compare the theatre of Hercula- 
neum with that of Marcellus, of which 
there are ſtill ſome curious remains 
at Rome : Not only the form of the | 
firſt is diſagreeable, but it is encum- 
bered with parts, which in my opi- 

nion, cannot belong to it. Such 
_ae the columns placed in the an- 
eles of the wall A F, which muſt 
C 3 5 have 


C 221 
have titted the ſpectators upon the 
high ſteps, from ſeeing what paſſed 5 
upon the ſtage.” If the deſign, there- 
fore, gives a juſt idea of this Theatre, 
it is very remarkable, that the an- 
cients ſhould in this place, have 
abandoned the form of a ſemicircle, 
which hath been always deemed the 
beſt and moſt commodious for thoſe 
ſorts of buildings, and to which they 
ſeemed to be always conſtantly at- 
tached. It is alſo a melancholy cir- 
cumſtance, that a monument ſo well 
preſerved as this of Herculaneum 
cannot be ſo cleared from the earth 
. which ſurrounds it, as to permit peo- ; 
ple to aſcertain the form of it, by 


exact dimenſions ; but the difficul- 
ties are altogether inſurmountable. 


I have been therefore. obliged to ſup- 
ply theſe defects by my own conjec- 
tures, aſſiſted by thoſe of other peo-— 


ple, 


[22] 


ple, and the compariſons. WET) my. 
knowledge enables me to make of 
this edifice, with ſome others of the 
ſame kind. According to the re- 
port of certain curious people, h 
from time to time have carefully ob- 
ſerved the progreſs of the digging, and 
every new diſcovery as it was made, 
the remains of brazen ſtatues melt- 
ed by the heat, were found upon the |; 
tops of the Vomitories or principal 
entries; a circumſtance that ſeems 
to denote the extraordinary magnifi- 
cence of this Theatre. Every thing 
which I myſelf obſerved | upon a moſt 
diligent examination, conſpired to 
give me the idea of an edifice, ele- 
gant in conſtruction, and very rich 
in ornaments. In a word, the ge- 
neral dimenſions which I have been 
able to take, altho it was not poſſi- 
ble to meaſure every particular with 
C 4 the 
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\HIS Theatre, which was builees UL. 

4 in the reign of Auguſtus, is 
externally adorned. with two orders 

of architecture; namely the Dorick, 

ſurmounted by the Ionick. The 

Orcheſtra A, is incloſed in a ſemi- 
circle, on the outſide of which, and 

upon the ſame circumference, are 
raiſed the walls and galleries F, ne- i 
ceſſary for the communication of the 
ſtair-caſes G, the partition walls of 
which correſpond with the ſame cen- 
tre. The Proſcenium B, ocupies the [ 
mou between the Walking-places * | 
which 
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which communicate with the porti- 
cos of the ſcene C, in the middle 
of which uſually ſtood the Pulpi- 
tum, and at E, is a Veſtibule, open- 


ing towards the ſtair-caſes which lead 


to the other different parts of the 
edifice. It is probable, that could 
we make an intire diſcovery of the 
Theatre of Herculaneum, it would 
be found to have a ſtrong affinit) 
with this of Marcellus, as the anci- 
ents always employed the ſemicircle 


in the form of theſe edifices, as is 


plainly proved not only by the Thea- 


tre of Marcellus, but likewiſe by that | 
of Pola i in Iſtria. | 
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Built by PaiLanio. 11 


vertheleſs chargeable with the ſame 


defect which is attributed to the 


theatre of Herculaneum, and in which 
he hath deviated from the ex- 
amples I have quoted, The incon- 


F venience 


* 1 % RE. N 2 A; 


7 HE fourth ww exhibits thetws IV. 

deſign of the Olympic thea- 

tre built at Vicenza, by Palladio.--- 
That celebrated architect, who by. his 9955 
uncommon merit, which I till revere, 
acquired immortal fame in a vaſt : 
number of fine edifices with which | 

he adorned his native country, is ne- 
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venience reſulting from his plan is, 
that in the whole ſpace comprehend- 
ed in the triangle formed by the wall 
that ſeparates the ſteps from the Proſ- 
cenium, and the ne C. D. the ſpec- 
tator could not obſerve what paſſed 
upon the ſcene; particularly the ac- 
tors who entered by the porticos 
C. C. Indeed theſe porticos ſerved 
only for the leaſt important actions 
of the performance; but neverthe- 
leſs it muſt be owned that one half 
of thoſe triangles was ſo much pure 
loſs to the ſpectators, becauſe from 
the point A. which is the centre of 
the ſcene, the line A. E. B. deſcrib 

A oe from which the Theatre could 


"LLLASS | wel | FS, 


Mean while, it F muff )e ſerved, 
that Palladio might have avoided this 
inconvenience, by raifing the wall of 
af ſeparation 


6 
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ſeparation no higher than the fleps; ; 
ſo that the ſpectators who ſate on that 
part, which 1 have mentioned, would 
have ſeen all that eee on the Pro- 
ſcenium. However, I do not here 


pretend to criticiſe that great man, 
Who, doubtleſs, had good reaſons 


for acting in this manner, and per- 
haps, purpoſely Gai this little 
ſpace to the decoration of his Theatre. 
But it is ſurprizing that, in his plan, 
he ſhould prefer the ellipſis to the 
ſemicircle, contrary to the authority 
and example of the ancients, whom 
he expreſly propoſed to imitate in 
this modern theatre; for they con- 
ſtantly made uſe 55 this laſt figure. 
Certain it is, that the circular plan 


would have furniſhed a greater num- 


ber of places, from which the ſpec- 
tators could have ſeen the perſpec- 
tive F, the decorations of which are 
permanent 
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permanent and wunde: In. a word, 
if the third and fourth plates, which 
ſhew the difference between the two 
forms, be duly conſidered, I believe 
nobody will hefitate in giving the 
preference to that of the ſemicircle, 
from which as J have already obſery- 

ed, the ancients never deviated, ex- 

cept in the Theatre of Herculaneum, 
that is, ſuppoſing the author of the 
2 hath _—_ its n m 8 1 


OF 


t 


or A 


runure EDIFICE, 


Suppoſed to be the 


FORUM of the CITY, 


And of two TEMPLEs contiguous to it, } 


N the courſe of digging, they rue v. 
found, at ſome diſtance from the | 
N a ſtreet from five to fix toiſes = 
in breadth, furniſhed on each fide 
with the piazzas P, for the conveni- 
ence of foot-paſſengers. Theſe pi- 
azzas led to two temples IM, and 
IN, ſeparated by a ſtreet, at the 
extremity of which was the pedeſtal 
O, and theſe temples were in the 
neighourhood of a great edifice, about 
the name of which, antiquarians are 
not yet agreed, 
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| "mg adjoining to the Baſilicon or palace of 


ano. 


1 21 
Some people pretend to call it a 
Chalcidica. Others conſider the 
plan as that of a forum. If we 
may believe Vitruvius, thoſe Chal- 
cidice were always adjoining to the 
Bafilica 


Authors are divided in their opinion, con- 
cerning the word Chalcidica, Philander believes 


that this word, which comes from the Greek, lig- 


nifies the place where they decided cauſes relat- 
ing to the coin, or rather the mint where the 


money was coined, alledging, in behalf of this 


_ conjecture, the etymology of the word, which js 


compoſed of Kaos, Braſs ; and Juen, Fuſtice. 


Others think, that inſtead of Cbalcidica we ought 


ta read Chalcidicon, which ſignifies a Hall of Eraſ. 


Leo Baptiſta Alberti pretends that we ſhould read 
Canſidica ; that is, an Auditory or court of juſtice 


where cauſes are pleaded. Feſtus gives us to un- 


— — ſort of edifice firſt 


| built. in the town of Chalcis. Arnobius calls 
 Chalcidica the hall where the pagan gods were 


ſoppoſed to bold their feſtivals. Barbaro and 
Balbus think that it is the pr oe name of a par- 


ticular edifice, which, acco ing to Dion, was 


built by Julius Cæſar in honour of his father. 


—palladie following the opinion of Barbaro, 


formed fuch an edifice upon the model of a tribu- 


nal deſcribed by Vitruvius in the temple of Au- 


- 
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a Baſilica or palaces : which was not the 
ec Ml caſe here, on the contrary, this edi- 
re IM fice was ſhut up with walls and ſur- 
. WM counded with private houſes, H, ex- 
e cept at the porticos B, which were 
a common to three buildings. Be that 

as it will, the plan is an oblong ſpaces 


within which are the porticos C, 
- WW cloſed on one fide by columns in the 


wall Fz and ſeparated by niches, and 
s W on the other ſide by detached pillars, 
* I forming a periſtyle, round the great 
court A, which was four ſteps lower 
chan the landing - place of the porti- 
| cos.---Near the entry of theſe por- 
| I ticos, were found two kinds of great 
| pedeſtals, G G, ſupported ae the 
detached pillars. 


—— 


LY 
, 
os | 
1 
Wi 
$ 
= 
* ! 
| 
4 
| 
. 
1 
| 
i 1 
1 
| 
i} 
q 
'q 
9 
" 
=_ 
155 
iy 
b. 
1 
#4 
i 
; 
| 
1 
BY 
{4 
. 
. 
4 
3 
ö 
ls 
„ 
4 
" 
1 


At the extremity of this edifice, F 

5 had made a kind of ſanctuary, 
aſcended by three ſteps. It in- 

= cloſed 


— , I Roe K Ch 


3 3+ ] : 


1 — ity Whole 3 upon 
i= which were placed three marble ſta 
tues, that in the middle repreſenting 
the emperor Veſpaſian. The two 
others that are ſeated in curule chairs, 


| are not known, becauſe, their, heads 
|if could. not be. found. On one fide 
ll | were two circular niches, before 
. which were found two pedeſtals, 
1 . ſuſtained the ſtatues of Nero 


| and Germanicus i in braſs. The other 
lt thee were nine feet i in heighth, ,and 
| | may be ſeen in the cabinet of the 
= king at Portici, together with many 
i athers, ſeveral of. which are. of mar- 
I | 1 They are finely proportioned, 
} and the draperies of the greateſt part 
of. them, wrought. with great taſte 
and delicacy. The back part of t the 
twa niches, which we have mention- 
ed, Was \ adorned with painting in 
. 5 freſco, 


1 38 ) 


freſco, and foam theſe were taken 


the central pictures of Theſeus and | 


Hercules, of which we ſhall ſpeak'in 


the lequel. Upon the walls that 
m of the portico, 
in the upper intercolumnation F, ſta- 


formed the bottom 


tues of marble and braſs were placed 


alternately. But nothing, except the 
wreck of the laſt, could be found, 


becauſe they had been melted by 
the heat of the laver. The portico 
of the entry B, was divided into five 


equal Parts, thoſe of the extremity 


leading to the interior porticos, and 


each yault of this entry was deco- 
rated with an equeſtrian ſtatue; but 
two only of marble could be ord 
one of which was that of M. Non- 
nius Balbus, repreſented i in plates XVI. 
and XVII. and counted one of the 
fineſt pieces of antiquity. The pil- 
lars of the porticos were not cruſted 
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with mathe, though. the pavement 


at that Pace was V ſo. 


# | did not perceive any thing 8 


cular 4 or remarkable in theſe (EY 


the plan of which Was formed 1 upon 


an oblong ſquare. | In the largeſt the 
fanctuary was placed at the « extremity, 
in the other, it was in the middle, 
and incloſed by a wall with only one 


opening, oppoſite to which Was pla- 


ced the divinity. This little temple 
had but one entry, and on each fide 
. of the door, were two corners NN, 
for, holding the utenſils neceffary 


for the ſacrifices, The largeſt, on the 


contrary, had two doors, between 


which was a pedeſtal that ſuſtained 


a car of braſs, of which nothing but 


the fragments could be found. They 
were both vaulted, and the inſide 


| adorned v with colu mns, between which 


Werde 


S$ - 4 \, 
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tal 


were found ſome paintings and in- | 


{113 Y 


(criptions c on braſs.” 


IT; beſe temples were ſurrounded 


by, houſes | more or leſs enriched 


s © % IF Þ.S 


1 00 with Mate of different co 
ours, and in ſome was found 


moſaic. work, which is the more 
imperfect, as the ancients were ig⸗ 


norant of the compoſition of this 
ſort of work, in which they em- 
ployed no more than four or five 
kinds of natural ſtones. Beſides, it 
was without taſte" or correctneſs, and 
conſequently very much inferior to 
that of the moderns, which is im- 
proved to the laſt degree of perfec· 
tion. Scarce any Wing 5 is to be feen 
of the private houſes, the greateſt 
part of which have been buried again 
| by the earth which was thrown into 


LY 


D 3 34; them, 


TTY 
them, to take room for digging i in 
other places. J could examine but 


a very ſmall number of them, and 
the few columns which I ſaw, were 


overthrown, and very much defaced. 
But they were all of brick, covered 
with ſtucco, in the ſame manner 
that ſtill prevails des. a all 
uy. 


The plan of theſe buildings was 
communicated to me, together with 
that of the Theatre, of which I have 
already ſpoken, but the dimenſions 
ſeemed to me to be ſo uncertain, that 
1 will no longer inſiſt upon the ſub- 
ject. This is not the caſe with the 
tombs deſigned in Plate XVIII. The 
principal dimenſions I took with 
great exactneſs; "and indeed, I have 
omitted aothing of what I ſaw, be- 

ing reſolved to communicate this 
monument 
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z cCcoveries which J have already 
mentioned, the workmen with a great 


| deal of difficulty . arrived at a very 


thick wall, decorated in different 
places by the pedeſtals B. Then the 
progreſs of their work conducted them 
by the path A to the wall C. which 
formed a right angle with the wall 
B. Tired with their fruitleſs endea- 
vours, by which they could not find 


an entry either in the one, or in the 
other; they made an opening, which 


led them into the vault D. After 
having cleared it of all the rubbiſh, 


the niches was found the little ſtair- 
enſe E, which aſcended to the great 
edifice ad joining to the tomb: but the 
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they | diſchrered 1 little banks E, 
eee with niches, in each of 


which was vaſe H, contalning aſhes; 3 


and above every niche, the name of 


the perſon was flovenly painted in 
red colout; the vault was twelve feet 

by nine, not decorated with painting, 
nor faced with marble, the joining of 
the bricks being apparent, and the 
banks raiſed three feet from the 


ground. In all probability, this vault 
had been particularly built, for the 


ſepulture of one family. Between 


workmen had not cleared away the 


earth with which that great building 
was covered. In the XVIII th plate 


is repreſented the path A, dug this 
Siof/ decent and la 
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The itil of. FR architeQure 
chat appears. in the exterior parts of 
this great edifice, and the beauty of 
its profile, as far as can be judged 
from the pedeſtals that were diſco- 
vered, declare it to be an edifice of 
ſome importance, and I do not at all 
doubt that by this time, they have 
found the interior Parts, ſuitable 9 
its external beauties. Some parts in 
the different edifices appear to have 
ſuffered, the walls inclining to one 
ſide, either from the weight of the 
matter, the crazineſs of the building, 
or the earthquakes which are frequent 
in this neighbourhood; though in 
other edifices we are ſurprized to find 
every thing entire and unſhaken. 
8 Sometimes the moſt delicate movea- 
bles 
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bles ate found not at all diſordered: 
| the vaſes H, which are here exhibit- 
ed, are a proof of what I advance ; 
for even the little tiles which bo 
vered them were found” ina their 
76 5 2d. Od bis {;oo0;bs 18 
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At { ome ARimee we were ſhewtt 
a well, the diameter of which was 
extremely narrow, ſo as juſt to ad- 

mit an ordinary bucket.---It contain- 
ed water, which from the ſurface 
might be from forty to forty-five feet 
deep. It is the more ſurprieing that 
this well is not filled up, as in all 
the other parts that have been dug, 
iey' have not found a ſingle fathom 
of ſpace, in which the laver has not 
been introduced, either in the inſtant 
of the city's misfortune, or by the 
compreſſion of the matter which 
hath been ſince accumulated, and 


gl | which 


r . ˖ Gs SG i. Ns 
> i M rr 28 — 4 Y 
— —— — — > * — 
<. 2 "Os a Ss 
- ant nd r a 
_ — = 
—_ — ——. 


ä 


[44] 
which now. forms a' ſolid. cruſt ty 
feet thick. At the time I ſpeak. «| ; 
chat is, in the year 17 50, one could k 0 
eaſily examine thoſe places which 1 be 
have mentioned; but I will not an- 

ſwer for their being in the ſame ſitua- 
tion at preſent; 3 for as 1 have already Z G 
obſerved, they clear one place, and 
| Gll, up another: ſo that every fix 
Placing: it puts on a new eppes, 
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1 es e < this 8 
ee, we deſcended into ſeveral Mt 
houſes, ſome of ordinary conftruc- Þ 
tion, and others more. conſiderable. 
When the workmen find the entry, 
they make ſmall paths within the 
houſe, leaving in the middle, here 
and there, piles of earth to ſupport 
the weight above. Several of | theſe 
houſes we found paved in compart- 3 
"7 ments, 8 
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1 | ments, a5 . ” the deſign A, 
1 
I 


Lccgeber with the great and little 


ceed in triangles, black and white, the 
ſunnmits of which united in the fame 
point. The middle of the compart- 
ment was of bricks very nicely join- 
ed. Some of theſe bricks being 


ſix inches thick, and broad in pro- 
| ſeen in the temple, which hath been 


the admirable Pein; of which we 
ſhall treat in the ſequel, being of the 


| I fame magnitude, prove that theſe di- 
menſions were uſually obſerved by 


the ancients in brick- making. In 
the ſame ſame plate, at the figure B, 
is is the deſign of a * paint- 


at the top of plate XIX. The flets, . dux. 


; bands were of marble of different 
; colours. Some of them were- form- 


meaſured, we found three feet long, 
portion. The ſame kind are to be 


diſcovered at Puzzoli; . and thoſe of 


ed 


tint; in order to deepen the ſhade: 
Divers other walls were likewiſe paint — 


of the Two Sicilies, where there is 
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ed in freſco, with which the walls 


of the Theatre, and moſt of the pri- 


vate houſes of Herculaneum were de- 2 
corated in the infide ; the. ground : 
OP black, and the bands yellow. 


r repreſented, , in the bottom 
K Plate XV, a piece of plaiſter, on 
which is a compartment painted with 
three colours; the lozenges being 


red; the Hands þ grey, and the circles 
of a darker grey, raiſed with a ſtronger 


ed grey, with garlands carried by birds. 
Every thing of this ſort worth no- 
tice had been ſtript off the walls, and 
depoſited in the cabinet of the king 
conſiderable collection of all curioſi- 
ties Which deſerve the SEN of 
connoiſſeurs, M023 OOW 
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I. the. collection of obſervations 
0 which I preſent to the publick, 
h Nye not limited myſelf to my re- 
marks upon architecture, which is 


more immediately my profeſſion, be- 


E 


cauſe; I, thought it my duty at the 
ſame time to communicate all the 
diſcoveries which I could collect at 
Herculaneum. The Abbe le Blanc, 
who accompanied us in this journey, 
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and who is much better qualified 
than me to ſatisfy the outioſity of | 
the learned upon the antiquities ' of | 
this city, will doubtleſs, oblige the 
publick with his profound meditati- Ml 
ons upon every thing that can inter- 

eſt the world of letters. In the mean '\ 
time, I will mention thoſe curioſi- b - 
ties which may have an affinity with ; [5 
the arts, and juſt name the feſt, 
that nothing remarkable i be 
| omitted, Vier e TO TORE 108 
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The . which have bas dif. i 
covered adjoining to the Forum, as E 
well as ſeveral private houſes, have 
enriched the cabinet of the king of ; ; 
the Two Sicilies at Portici, with di- 
vers moveables, effects, and utenſils, | M* 
deſtined for domeſtick purpoſes, an * 
infinite number of theſe being equal- 
ly curious both for their rarity and 
ule. On the following plates are re- 

preſented 


: [agar different froty choſ en 
n on the copper lamps taken fem 
che ſame place; the indecerit figures 
Jef which give reaſon tö believe, chat 
the city was under the eidtedtib deer 
venus er Priapus, and that 4 pürtr- 
ul ſort of worſhip was pai ade he. 
Yor other of theſe divinities. The 
: o relievo upon this lamp p A, 2 
pcenes a dog ſeizing a hare, the en. 
Inament of the periphery is a vine. 
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nellings toward the: ſocket of: the 
lamp, and witly other little ae, 
hea li in rate fame taſte, in 
| ap l ar ———j 
| [reef well * and a loaf which 


18 


X 42 $3 N 
e n l 
5 3 8 7 8 8 


* r 
e. . 
r 
3 8 
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is conſidered as one of the-greatch| 
Furie ities of that unſortunate city, 
for, although blackened, it hath notſ 
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5115 found in the ſame place, — 
well preſerved; and were a 
|» eaſe of ſurgeon's inſtruments: ever) 
one of which bad a braſs handle, 
wr a curious workman- 
> Hobo: iq K 
LOG? 23s ook, , 5 1 n 
XI. repre 
© Lachrymatories;/A; B the rſt 
of glaſs; a great number 
form have been found, bell as 
i ſeveral bottles and veſſels af the ſame 
cond, B, is ef earth, 
vi bad differs: in ſhape from the-firſt: 
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which is adorned with — 
mente very well executed. The 


marble, A, raiſed upon a foot, in form 
me”; a daluſtrade, with-ſpiral,channel-... 4 
J 1 ing$; the ornaments and mquldings 
: Fi argof-a good taſte and fine work- 
%. manſkip f as well as thoſe.pf another 
desk, or little vaſe, in f. Tf of an 
6 ſup ofted upp 4 o 
cet The figure B exhibits bn 
& E 0 ; or 


A 2 n J 
n F 8 R a 22 , 
2 dns = NEE „ 3 TV 5 
F bo x n 77 4 hk 3 8 Gn 9 * ” 
2 . 8 I 3 Fe of 55 V r Wh 2 e n * p f , e 
y x PC RO I Pd Eh OI GEO , 3 CAE, get J CET os EE PF ET ENG 1 N : . 3 I SETS OG N 
5 W HOY ung LO RS o LINES) 3 A F n 8 8 7 
3 Fi'y h 4 A . SIAN 22-961 4 P25 > 4 8 > < 1 4 TIN" 
6 : : 4 y . pf * 


XXIId plate repreſents a ciſten of A 


ns { 521 

pl tripod uſed by the ancients in {a- 
| crificing to their houſhold gods. It 
is bruiſed and balf melted; and al- 
moſt all che veſſels of braß, and 


pretty much i in the ſame condition, 
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other-fuſible metal, which they have 
found in this ſubterranean city, are 


| The tripod C, is in the king's apart- 
ments; and its ornaments are Giniſh- 
SS WW with great delicacy. The ci 
tern is ſupported by three wing d 
ſphinxes, which are extremely well | 


"SY Plate XX II. cen two o chan- 


are as vell executed as thoſe ap dhe | 
other utenſils. which 1 have already Z 
mentioned, - They. are four feet 
and a a half! in heighth; one of them. 
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11 1 had bead: allowed to copy = 
ter nature all the curioſities of Her- 


culaneum, hi ch are now in the ca- 
binet of the king of the Two Sicilies, 


I could have furniſhed the lovers Uf 
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how: Ya perficiabcſoeveriitniaybe x but 
as this ſubjeck is not do WES D 
province das chat which 1 have vl < ö 0 

ready treated of, 1 would not pub- : 1 
liſh my on ideas; and thetefare, Wh 
for what I am going to ſay, I have 
had rerdurſe to ſome letters of 4 
French artiſt; Who was at Naples 
le 1 remained | in that »olt yi; and 
that! theſe extracts may be the zo 
eaſily: underſtood; I ſhall -add- me 
plates; which have already appsared, 2 
and fallen into m hands. Thou 
they are engra ed-after deGgns. ade. 
fr eme e memery 3-thoypreſty cx... i 


actlycopreſtut᷑ the eompoſition ef 0. 8 
ſubjects, and even the principal de, 


fects for which the originals are 
blamed. With regard to the deſign, 

I have likewiſe added others, - which 

I myſelf drew from my remembrance; 


and ati i perfuaded, that notwith- 
ſtanding 
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Funding tie; defects pes of: gx -n 
actneſs en be found in them 36 
Bey eggs the aimaginatienoig 
Enuetiomore:ſtrbngly than could poſt, r 
aby be done by ſimple deſoniption. Nil 
. lt 1 l. * gtiog 8 1 tnrive 5 
nee I was e 7 
Y wedken ity becauſe it ſeemed-iptirely; 1, 
free from prejudlice; and beſices : be: + 
ſee no reaſon for ſparing ſuch tant 
| cicnt-paingere, It is not therefore 
6 n, _ I here offer but 
accurate connoiſſeur who 
nt bo the impreſſiomo 
have maderypon'f>: 
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þ R moſt. impottant picture 
Which have been found in the 
Er city of Herculaneum, 
are upon ſome hiſtorical ſl ubjects, and 
the figures as rn or nc as large y 
as the life. : 5 
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us victorious over the Minotaur. 
he eſeus ſtands upright, and naked, | 
except on the. ſnoulder anch leſt arm, 
ich ard covered with: a piece of 
drapery. Voung children of Athens 
are” repreſented kiſſing his hands and 
feet. The Minotaur exhibited under 
the figure of a man with the head 
of a bull, appears overthrown at his 
feet On a cloud is repreſented the 


2 figure 
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figure « of a woman, who h: has a qui- 
ver at her back, and a gr reat 1255 
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with the uſual eee of * Diang. 
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The compoſition of th this picture is 
| "_ cold: the 1 e, 1a 3 


ws NE The rw are — 
much i in this taſte, particularly the 


Minotaur, w who appears foreyſhortned- 
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Theſeus, is 18 tolerably drawn, tl hougn 
wir out art or underſtanding, 1 
there is a very good character 1 in | he. , 
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He — ab u child, 
in the "I part of the picture, is 


| _— ſucking a hind, which 


careſſes him, and lifts up her hind 
leg that he he may ſuck with. more 
"ale, Between Hercules and 
5 15 is an eagle with his win 
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middling, thethand ill executed, and 
the feet altogether as incorrect. The 
uad ig lame, opens his thighs to an 
unnatural width, and his loins are a 
beat. deal top large. The woman 
thay great eyes, which. are neither hel 
lows, nor oppoſite to each other: 
the whites of them are too much 
ſunk and ill-rounded. The head of 
the fawn is well enou gb drawn, and 
has character in it: as for the ani- 
mals, they : are very ill expreſſed, eſ- 
pecially the eagle and the lion. In 


a word, this picture ſeems to be 
painted by the very ſame 


produced the other; for it I | 1 | 
0 eaſe t the ſame boldneſs of touche 
and! lis alagether as unkiniſhed, 
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Pre ruRE m. 
. the centaur Chiron Plate 


VIII. 
| [caching © Achilles. | The centaur 


l ig = his buttocks, embracing 
the young man He is tuning the 
| ne, which Achilles touches at bel 
ame time, and which is ung round 
Ibis neck. Behind theſe figures, : in 
Ithe back ground, is a plan of archi- . 
2 tecture, the mouldings of the cor- = ; 
Iniſhes of which are very ill —_— ſt 
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F cuted, and painted with red, ſo as 


Ito e a piece of ſtuff. The 
manner of this picture is pretty 
much the ſame with thoſe I have al- 
ready mentioned, and altogether as 
I poorly, deſigned. The muſcles of 
the ſtamach, and legs of the cen- 
; tour), are; neither juſt, nor well ex- 
. F preſſed. 
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plate IX. le which i is aid at N wy to 
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prelted. Bck =, | he he arms are ii 

; 813820 BE [II 
drawn, with re ard to the outlines, 


N 17275 


and the bind legs, Which are bent 


N 


under him: are ill choſen, conſe quent. 
17 have an ill effect. The gu ure of 


A 


Achilles has 1 more ſymmetry] 10 the 
outlines are more flowing; 4 becauſe, 
without doubt, copied from oF 
good. ſtatue ; for the attitude 

us reaſon to ſuppoſe that was th 
caſe. However, the figure 18 not il 
painted; the ſemi-tints make a a'pretty 
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ſoft gradation from the light” to the 


i% 


- N . © WS ** > 8 
nee i * e 8 * "p55 2 l de ER een: 8 9 5 
” 


r 
* 3 ww 


2 r 8 nne A 
* a 


ſhade; and though of a very grey 
- tone, have: a | good deal of truth and 


* PTYOTURE 19. 
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repreſent. the Judgment of Appius 
Claudius. The Decemvir 1s ſeated, 


and 
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10 * 7 tort 165 
1 1 bg embraces him al her WE 1 
mo, arm; and ſeems to ho id him 1 


1-356 Wy 
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with, her left hand. In oo middle 
of the. Picture forwards i is a man, ſeat- WW 


235 4 wt 2 


ed. with his back to the ſpectators, 
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and holding A paper in his left . 
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hand. t. bis right, you ſee, an old 
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yore with her s on her mout 5 
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4 Hoang mit, — . c | vives l 
indication of grief, though the . 
preſſion. i is but faint. By his fideyras 
another figure of: 25 woman 3 75 
laſtly, on the back ground, appears |; 
another placed like a ſtatue; which 4 
ſeems to be Diana; yet che figure 18 | 


coloured, and the drapery . 1s green. 
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All che male heads, are dreſſed in 
'Q ah. that does: not cover the roots 
of+the chaity, exdchanrtiva. bugkles, 
bas "© 3. -, wah 
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Plate X. 


even amidſt the lights. 


1 60 


Which! bang down along the Eheeks, 


The Decemvir has ſhort hair, and 
buckles too, though not ſo long as 


the others. This picture ſeems to be 


painted i in another manner, tho not ſo 


good as that of the preceding. The 


com poſition i 18 heavy and cold, and the 


colouring much worſe; the back 1 is not 
covered with any drapery, but ap- 


ears of the colour of blackiſh brick, 
| It is, be- 
tides, altogether wretchedly. dra wn, 
the. taps being as broad as the ſhoul- 


dets. In a word, there 775 no | digni- 


Do 


ty in the; figures; a} and though. ſome 


of the heads may be a little more 
boldly touched, they are abſolutely 


e true e and eke 
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| Ther a are 1 eie N the 
bene of which are nearly ; as big as 
78 4 8 the 
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| the life. such 1 that repreſenting 


de Half length figures of Women 


won the fore- ground, and in the 
| back-g e a man ſtanding im the 
| water up to his cheſt, and bolding 
a bent or crooked ſtaff in his left 


5 ad 6 
tlie 


27 


hand. This 1 is ſuppoſed t 0 b 
13 of Faris. 1285 40111 
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1 piece exhibits, + as 1. is be- 
| lieved; Chiron inſtructing Achilles: 2 
here Chiron i is not a centaur but an 
| old man; and Achilles, or the figure 
taken for him, is a youth about 
fiſfteen Sh of age, holding two 
| Ng 1 925 


Ae bs is a third, Which is Ei tb 


repreſent, Hercules in his infancy, 


ſtrangling two ſerpents. On the 


| floor or ground, appears a child, exe- 


crably deſigned, with a Eipent in 
„ each 
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each hand. A man apparelled fits 


on th right han nd. f "fide" of tha” he. 
11001 9 Ml 200 386 93 571 1 

voman! ons nd Hint, And on 

his let þ hand, an old man belag x 


ture, a woman b 
child in his arms. n Ann 75 
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N y Piclule, the figures of which 


10 IL 2 


are a out a foot and aft n half bioh, 
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We OW. Tercules' in in his childhood 
vreſtfing with one h; againſt” a 
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There is beige," a numb 


SE 11585 g 
other pictu which I do not recol- 


tec thou ' the  Kigures are pretty 


fame hze - but thoſe 1 
have, mentioned” are the moſt "impor- 
An. and what the mot folkd | Judg- 


ment may be founded upon. Ve 
# Their 


© 71 ] | 
Their colouring in - general, has I 
| Laber art, beauty nor variety: the 
; great. lights : are well enough colour. 
ed; but the ſemi-tints being nearly = 1 
; the fame from head to foot, are of w ; 
a yellowiſh grey or olive colour, with- 
out grace or variety. The red pre- 
dominates in the ſhades, the tone of 
ubich is of a duſkiſh hue. Nor is 
there any ſtrength in the ſhadows 
of the . drapery, an inconvenience 
= that uſually attends painting in freſco 
$ and, diſtemper. Another fault which 
is viſible in a great number of freſco's, of 
even by the beſt Italian maſters, is, 
that. the colour of the ſhades is not 
broken down, but continues nearly 
the. fam 1e with that of tlie lights, 
there being no other difference than 
that. the « colour of the ſhades, has a 
little less white in it. RR do not 
think the Wegen of the colouting 
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in thoſe pictures, can be attributed 
to the effect of time; at leaſt they 
ſeem; perfectly: freſh and well pre- 
ſerved in that reſpect The man 
ner of painting is generally by hatch, 
ings, and fometimes melted : almoſt 
all the pieces are unfiniſhed, and 
painted pretty much like our deco- 
rations of the theatre. The man- 
ner is grand enough and the touches 
eaſy, but on the whole denote more 
en chan Weill. | | 
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by 


"ads heck deforibed thoſe: pic- 
tied which are the moſt conſider- 
able for the largeneſs of the figures, 
and the ſubjects which they repreſent; 


Iwill now take notice of thoſe which 
are of an inferior kind and propor- 
tion; and without inſiſting on their 
manner, content myſelf with com- 
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HE RE are Oar? ine 
compoſed of figures of half 
the wes ſize, or leſs; the greateſt 
part of which are indifferent: though 
the heads are generally the beſt parts 
of them, and diſcover ſomething of 
1 reater character, which ſavours of 
at we call the antique. The 
touches in theſe are bolder, and ſuſ- 
tained" by a more vivid colouring! than 
that which we find in the reſt. The 
fubj — 
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_ n and ban hag theſe 
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| There is beſides, a picture of Ariadne 
| forſaken, The figures, which are about 
| a foot hit hy Are Well coloured, cor- 
= refly . and bare a wha ef- 
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Among Mae pieces 5 at 

b Herculaneum, were two pictures, Ls 
curious on account of the ſub- 1 
jet they repreſent; namely, Agyp- 1 
tlan ſacrifices, the figures being about 
; a foot in proportion. On the fore- -"Fig 2 
ground: of one of theſe is an altar, 

at the fide of which appear two 
birds which can be no other than Ibes: 

an 61d man is employed in placing 

on tlie altar ſomething Which cannot 

be diſtinguiſhed. At a diſtance are 

two grüupes of ligures, ranged in pa- 
rallel lines; and in the middle of 
bhbeſe two groupes is the figure of a 
man arrayed i in white, with a ſword 

. in 


in ie band, at leaſt I it is is Judged 
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from its ; a) | earahce, - "Is the back- 


ground appear three figures; With 


their hands reſting on their teſpoctive 


breaſts, and concealed under a a large 


white robe that deſcends to their feet, 


and the proſpect terminates behind, 


in an arcade drawn ſymmetrically : 


there being on each ſide a . and 


| Pate XI. 


a 4 palm tree. 


The ks * e "RY 
ly the ſame ſubject ; only inſtead of 


one there are two men by the altar, 
| bending downwards; though I could 
not diſtinguiſh their action: for the 
pictures are no more than very rude 
ſketches: in this laſt, we: ſee neither 


the man with the ſword, nor the 


three figures or kind of Acolyths in 
the back ground : but, in their room 
we eee the figure of a black- 
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Ir have . . 
ed at Herculaneum, a great 
number of pictures of animals, birds, 
fiſhes, fruits, &c. of the natural 
ſize. Theſe pieces are the beſt of 
any yet found, being executed with 
Taſte and eaſe; yet they are for the 
moſt part 3 11 and have not 
always the neceſſary roundipg and 
exattnek.. TI will mention tome that 


both. 


PlateX1V. One of theſe repreſents. an ea 


* bottle, on the neck Of which 15-4 


effect, though they. v want Rrengah i in 
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r Ne Ns Toe 35h. 1 


Se 


| | our” goblets," b but ſhorter,” 


glaſs reverſed, of the Ge _ with 


#7 
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N 10 another appears gab with two 
handles half filled with white wine, 

and a glaſs bottle holding ſome water, 
3 2 cannot be better * I. 


e 


3 26 a third x we > Gal a teak com- 
5 poſed of two rolls, and 8 uten 
fil, which appears to be a Portefeuille, 
j reſembling thoſe which are now in 


uſe. Theſe are three very good pieces. 


Some pictures repreſent game; and 


among others is a wild duck extreme-- 


) natural, together with fruits, and 
a lcaf of the ſame ſhape with that 


which was actually found, &c. 


There are alſo ſmall pieces repre- 


ſenting animals, and among the reſt, 
elephant; 


L 80 4 

A ; but that which is the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed far the delicacy of 
execution, is a tyger about five or 


* b * 


Plate XIII. 


en * mother piled lch 
1 nothing worth notice, but the 
ſingularity of the ſubject; repreſent- 
ing a bird like a perroquet, yoked to 
a little car, upon the forepart of which 
fits a graſhopper, holding the reins 
in the capacity of driver: this, how- 
ever, i none of the beſt executed. 
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Compoſe of whe fall 


Bs by 6. Vv R E 8. 
＋ ü HE beſt of the Pieces. are, xu. 


1 ſuch as conſiſt of figures from s P. 
5 fur to ſeven or eight inches hig; 
and there i is a great number of that 
ſort. They are compoſed in the 

b falle of baſſo relieyo, and without 1 
any ſhortening, for the moſt part 

= conſiſting of one figure only; ſome- 

P times a woman in the air, ſometimes 

z a child, or a centaur bearing a wo- 

5 man on his back, Nc. 


= Theſe figures are painted on a flat 
z ground, of ſome ſingle colour, ſuch 
Las red; but touched with great pi. 
= G- rit 


- (827 


ic * 


rit And caſte, and ſonletimès extreme- 
5 ly wel coloured. Some '6f then are 
ö very Cukious, "becauſe they "Exhibit 
fires” Aathed in the Aa of 
* thoſt times, Working at ſome" trade, 
3 as a miller, ſhoe- maker, Kc. with 
the utenſils of their different profeſ- 
: Hons, exaaly repreſented. | *"'Phere 
are Ae many” rope dancers N f 

n 8 W ee 85 as bene | f | 
| in thoſe pieces, are juſt enough in 
LU point of drawing, but deficient in 
| thoſe natural graces which Pietro gd 
Teſto hath diſplayed in his pictures, 


| and Francis Flamand 1 in his models. 


In ſeveral of thoſe pictures, are 
Fig C b groteſque Maſcarons, repreſenting old 8 

men, or different. maſks, eſpecially | 
Uk that were uſed in the theatre. 
In 
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«mg the firſt not parallel with the 
if n when conſidered with 
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pictures repreſent 
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chimera 8 and imaginary figures of 
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men and women, terminating in a 
bird's tail a great number of theſe 
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4 IIIERE is 2 very confiderable 
number. of theſe pictures of 
architecture or ruins; but they ſcarce 
deſerve [notice ; for, they are 'alto- 
gether out of the proporrien of the 
Grecian architecture. | Generally 
ſpeaking, the pillars are double or 
triple the length of the natural di- 
menſions: the profil of the mould- 
ings of the corniſhes, chapiters and 
baſes, is of a wretched Gothic taſte; 
and moſt of the Arabic mixture in 
the architecture, is as ridiculous as 
any of the Chineſe deſigns. Never- 
thelefs” We mult except two or three 


pieces 


SE 
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rs not true, Inde in which. We 
landſkip is touched with eaſe: we 
may allow the ſame advantage to 
ſome, oth er. pieces of « ornament twin- 
ed with vine leaves or ivy. In ge- 
neral, what they have taken from 
nature, is good: but, we. canhot 


ſay ſo much for their works of i ima- 
gination. There is gradation and 


diſtance in theſe pictures, and the 
architecture is repreſented in a, kind 
of perſpective, which plainly. proves, 


however, that the authors of theſe 
compoſitions. did not underſtand the 


rules of that art. The receding 
figures do not tend towards the 
points, where they ought to unite. 
Same objects. are 19 above, and 


ſome below; fo that ſeveral | diſtant 


horizons are required to arrange them. 
i G 3 | In 


1 


| defigned, to ſhew how much infe- 


_ exttavagantly lengthened, ſupported 
by pedeſtals that look like, arbour- 


. 661 


L. N! 16 291101. 18 tloze! 0 
In A, 3 we. perceive. 8 notion 


of the diminution. of ob jects, but 
without any knowledge of the in- 
vatiable rules, to which it ought ! 
to be ſubject; or a right underſtand. 6 
_ of the effects of light. 5 

"i hal Beech ping is | axbibend 

a picture of architecture, which 1 


rior it is to the taſte which prevails x 
in all the buildings of this city. The 
compoſition is wretched, the order 6 


work, between which is an hollowed 
table, adorned with a garland, the 
chapiter of the. pillars is of the Ton- 
ick order, compoſed with double 
aſtragals. The great intercolumnia- 
ton is decorated with a garland, on 


ma 


b 


| which a bird LE, but what ſa- 
Fil "ITO {A [OL 9 N 
vours more of the Arabic: compoſi- wi 
tion, each of the little intercolum- 


niations is alſo accompanied with a 
girland.” The corniſh of this order 
is archittaved, and the ornaments are 
N good. On one ſide, the columns 


are detached, and on the other, ſeem 


to be ſupported upon a kind of ar- 


1 bour work : the Perſpectixe of the 


Z fore-ground, has a point of view dif- 
ferent from that of the back-ground, 


Which i 18 very much of the ſame com- 


poſition, namely, birds perching upon 


: garlands between the pillars, which 


Ke” of a” very bad proportion. In 


ſhort, this picture is raiſed from a 
pavement of different colours; and 


it muſt be owned, that with e 
to the diſtance of the ner Ahe 
: Neſt is N Flagg 
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The cabinet of Portiei, as we 
already ſaid, contains a good many 
pictures of this kind, in which the 
lame. defects, and others ſtill. more 
conſiderable, may be obſerved: but I 


thought the deſcr iption of one ſuf 
ficient to convey an idea of that ſort 
off painting? 14 
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: ba ooen or  CAMAYEDS 


i; hought, it would not be dis 1 - 
to take notice of ſome Camay- 
; eux upon white marble, about eigh- 
teen inches in proportion, which 
E have been covered with glaſs, in or- 
N der to preſerve them. Theſe pieces 
exactly reſemble the drawings with 
red Crayon, and like them are hatch- 
ed in ſeveral places. One of them 
ſeems to repreſent Hercules and the 
centaur Neſſus. Another exhibits 
three comic figures, one of which 
ſeems to wear a peruke or hair flow- 


ing down to his hreaft ; the head- 


5 dreſs reſembling that of thi Marquis 
in the time of Moliere. Theſe two 


deſigns 


q 
3 * 
If 


ſides, the colours are harſh, and 1 


deſigns on marble are of a good 
antique taſte, with regard to the 
dreſs and flowing of the drapery ; 


but they are very incorrect, and be. 


great deal too ſtrongly marked. There 
is a third Camayeu which ſeems muck 
better than the reſt, but N 4 it! 
is almoſt quite effaced; the figure 
however which are Sher though 
very imperfect, ſeem to be well form. 


9 1 *: I 


ed and of correct compoſition. 
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— HE ſculpture. ind in this Plate 


„and 
ſubterranean city, Is much ſu- "XVIL 


Mpctior t to the Patin. 
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E: Ceci) and fineſt piece hi- 
| a therto diſcovered, is the equeſtrian 
ſtatue of white marble, repreſenting 
Nonnius Balbus. This is a young 
man, armed with a cuiraſs, which 
ſcarce deſcends to his loins: Under 
: this cuiraſs, is a ſort of ſhirt without 
N 12 that covers his ſhoulders ; 
chen paſſing under the cuiraſs, comes 
down 


f $683. 
N as 1 as one third of his thigh * 
A cloak which he wears upon tel 3 j 
| ſhoulder and left arm, does not con. i 
ceal the hand with which he hold ; 
the horſe's bridle, which i Is. very ſhon | 
His thighs and legs are naked, ex- 
cept ſo much as is covered with thei 
 buſkins, that ſcarce reach above thei 
inſtep, over which Thy e with [+ 
en b wes bak. 3 


This figure is cat beatitifu F 
on account of the ſimplicity with 
which it hath been deſigned; it ö 
not ſo ſtriking or fair at firſt Lioht 48 
as it will il que after an attentive 
nemo The head i is admirz- | 

le, the” figure ſurprizingly corre, 
2 contour juft and delicate, and the 5 
compoſition equally grand and fim- 5 
ple. N tle horſe be hikewif 


very 


I, 


[93] 


| 0, beautiful, and his head full of 


Fre and, ip irit, it is nevertheleſs infe- 


Fior to 172 figure of the man, and 


1 the work performed in a peculiar 


banner? indeed that manner 1s beau- 


Wtiful and grand: yet the canons of 


ps, together with the hoof 


and joint of the foot, ſeem to be 

too long in proportion. Another 

# equeſtrian ſtatue of marble was alfo 

& diſcovered, but I could not ſee 
it, as 1250 were at work f in repair- 
F ing it. 


. eee hath Fa e ele- 


ven or twelve figures of white mar- 
ble, as big, or rather bigger than the 
life. Theſe pieces, though not of 


the firſt order, are not without their 
beauties : : their draperies are executed 


IE with great taſte and delicacy, and i in 


a manner that fayours leſs, of wet 
linnen, 
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N is 3 place that contains 


II theſe treaſures, are ſeven or eight 

Ifgures in braſs, one of which is much 
bigger than the life, and ſuppoſed to 
repreſent Jupiter. The head and 
body have been flattened by the 
weight of the laver, and though that 
misfortune hath injured theſe parts, 
the beauties of them are till obſerv- 
able: the legs are better preſerved, 
and extremely beautiful, of a grand 
character, and in a gout like that of 
che antique fawn which holds Bac- 
* * in his 


"I of thoſ: figures e a 


conſul; another ſeems to have had 
eyes of a different metal, for the 
18 holes 


| 
te 
i 
[1 
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which are the moſt perfect of the 
parts that remain, make us regret | 
the loſs of it, by giving us reaſon to 
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| They a a Sund | ſeveral * | 
ments of an ' equeſtrian, ſtatue of 
braſs, which has either been cruſhed M 
to pieces, or melted : the head 'of | 
the horſe, and the legs of the man, 


believe, that it is a very good piece. 
There are likewiſe ſome heads of 
marble, and of braſs, which have We 


ſome Ga of merit. 


e apartment of the kin of 
wo Sicilies, we ſee ſome little Bi 
antique BY 
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not comprehend the back- ground, 

which pro bly repreſe ts the decora- 
ohh : ny Tee likewiſe we 
ſee a third baſſo relievo, with figures of 
about two fect in proportion: there 


1s bing in it _ of not 
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been, able to preſerve i in my memory, 
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I but it 1s, oflible 1 may 1 not only have 
I forgo at thingsof n more importance than 


dee 


have deſcribed; but I. may 
ine circumſtances, 


are very conſiderable ; for I have 
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NE would imagine, that ſuch 
a numerous collection of an- 


degree of perfection to which the 


3 E ancients carried the different parts of 
chat art; nevertheleſs, I do not be- 
Y licve, that they convey a diſtinct idea 


of the excellence of ancient painting. 
And indeed it is probable that theſe 
pieces were not painted by the beſt 
maſters of thoſe days. For how can 


we Arete, that in ſuch an age, 
ITT, IT 73 abound- 


\ [£62 1 
abounding with excellent ſclptors, 
any? cofifidetation could be had to 
painters ſo-weak in point of deſign. 
It ſeems probable therefore, thit theſe 
are the Works of painters belong- 
ig to this ancient city, which in it-· 
ſelf Was but very inconſiderable. 
They are painted upon the walls of 
a-theatrey] and other publick plates, 
and doubtleſs) were at that timè re- 
garded only as Ample embelliſh- * 
ments,for: which they were unwilling W 
to be at ſuch an expence as w 1 0 1 
attend the choice . ahm artiſts,” 
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53: 
e that as it b will — Theseus and | ö 
other pictures as big as the life, are 
tob feeble in point of colour and de- 
ga here is very little genius in 
the e mpofition; and all the parts of 
che ber he orpneffd in an equal de- 
gretiof poverty and weakneſs. The. 


e colouring 


which the 
diſtance of the objects; the reflec· 
tion -of the contiguous bodies, and 
the privation of light. In a word, 
E theſe works diſplay none of the graces! 
of the art of compoſing the lights 
and ſhades; ſo as that being aſſem 
WE bled! and aggrouped, they become 
more grand, and produce a more ſen- 


L103 


colouting has no. vatiety of: tones, 


and Ahe ves nd knowledge of the 
clair ubſcur; that 18, the) change 
colours undergo from che 


ble effect. Every figure has its own 


N light and ſhade, and I have not ob- 
ſerved one overſhadowing another; 
nor iis there one that does not look 
like the firſt elements of a compoſi . 


; reflected, or they arereflecetli equal: 
9 from; hend to foot. The. colours 
are e without being broken 
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vation of light: and they do not 
partake of the teftectian: of the 8 ad- 
- Jacent objects. In me, we obſerve 

nothing which can prove, that the 
inden had carried the knowledge 
of light to that degree which it hatk 
attained in theſe latter ages. As to 
the, compoſition of the figures, it is 
cold, and ſeems to be rather treated 
in the taſte of ſculpture than with 
that heat of imagination of which 
painting is ſuſceptible. Vet as ſome 
of the figures are a little fore-ſhorten- 
ed, we may ſuppoſe that art was car- 
ried farther; by the able painters of 
thoſe days. But nothing has been 
diſcovered which determines, whe- 
ther the ancients knew the fine 
effect which the richneſs and va- 
riety of ſtuffs have in painting. 
We can, howeyer, perceive that the 
5 net of Painting drapery i in mall 
dale VP folds, 


asg q 

folds cas pradtiſed-:in Ay cot 

not general among them, and that 
hep bind another manner more large 
and full. Indeed of this circum- 
ſtance we were already fully aſſure 
by ſexeral pieces of antique ſeulp- 
ure z the draperies cf which were of 
* nll, and ne larger 
F maſſes. 131113 OJ 201991 DIY : NF --. 


Th 4 


S mma B ai 
I Notwichſianding the 3 * 
che large pieces, they plainly ſhemu a 
grand manner of deſigning, and an 
I whit ee end 
chat the painters learned the elements 
| of the art in a good ſchool, and un- 
der maſters Who worked with eaſe, 
and if there was very little variety 
in the tones of the colouring, it was 
E probably; the fault of young begin- 
ners; fbr the beſt manner of paint- 
1 ing e for hiſtory, is that, in 
7 2 which 
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beginners not perceiving the knoy- 


ledge concealed by this artifice, at- 


tones, this almoſt imperceptible va- 


pens, in de 
ſame miſtake. A good drawer treats 
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which; the degrees of light and ſha. 
dow care delicately. marked. ; ſo as 
that the variety of the tones may not 
be ſo. perceptible as to interrupt the 


greatneſs of the maſſes. The; raw 


tempted. to imitate with two or three 


ty, which the able artiſt knows 
how to effect i in the tranſitions from 
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light to ſhade... The ſame. thing hap- 
ning from nature, and 
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very ;of ten the pupils fall into the 
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his object in ſuch a manner, as, that 
at firſt view it preſents nothing, | but 
great parts and a grand contour, yet 


Dacia eye 8. Joon, diſcoyers the 
maſt; minute variety. In my gpi- 


niop,. therefore, the, en of, thoſe 
pictures may be juſt ly accuſed of 


great 


great ighorance in peint of "defign';" 
+ it mut be 6wiied,” thit alhoyg 

be fornis are, in ener, g06dö kl 
| þs neither Ju ultneſs nor ingenuity i 1 5 
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The pieces taken from nature, fich 
| L fruit, game, Be. are paint=" 
Jed with a good deal of truth; büt 


| 18. 5 


theſe" per ormances copied | after im” 


2 


moveable bodies, are caily executed, 4; 


vet eve n in Theſe pictures, we de i 


not find thaf degree of illuſion, to“ 
which h initarion has been arte Wy 
|oir "days; and all of them have” 
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pr the «bet of thoſe" 
e been found at Hereullarie- p 
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with? Hot Bad- of bp but the 
8 ther in the taſte of the: antique baz 

reliefs, and the colouring is exceed. 
ing good. At Rome, and other 
tures, but not ſufficient to eſtabliſh 


a certain judgment of the 
of the ancients; for, in order to con- 


| the : ſemi-tints ;' | e 2 a 


| from they Tome knowledge of the 


manner is excellent; they are altoge. 


places, there were ſeveral ſmall pic. 


painting 


ſtitute good performances of this | 
kind, the deſign mult be ſpirited and 


D "of 


he touches light. Few tones are 
ſufficient for the colouring, becauſe 
there is hard ly room for a variety in 
gy” in e 
U ane bier. | Aus 
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k. the epidure of Acne were 
more fupportable, we might deri, 


2 | manner 
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4 100 Þ 
manner in which the antients prac- 
ale — or aerial perſpettive ; E 

they are ſo rude in all reſpects, 
tat the: painters ſeem to have had 
no acquaintance with beautiful archi 
tecture; and their productions look 
| like the effects of profound ignorance 
| and - tg delirium; However, 
| eing of the Two Sicilies ſtill 
I continties his reſearches, we -ought 
not to deſpair of finding ſome pieces 
of painting worthy of being com- 
pared with the fine ſtatues which 
bare been already diſcovered: Be- 
n | ſides, how: ſmall ſoever the value of 

E theſe paintings may. be, they: ſerve 
plainly to demonſtrate the . certainty 
of one kind of painting, which might 
= haye been carried in thoſe, days to a 
degree of excellence that deſeryed 
13 all hoſe Nahe layiſhed by; authors 


upon 


| il 2417 


t n I 

opa a neient pictures, of which Wh 
are deprived: by. the:tyranpy:of time 
If Barr de allowed te haardi ſonie 
conjectures: on this ſußjecto Lam 0 
opinion, that the idea ofithoſe Pieces 
may be found in ſome of the excel. 
lent pictures of Guido, which, tho 
their compoſition is cold, fymmetri- 
cal, and deſtitute of thoſe grand ef- 
fects! of liglit, ſo ſtriking in, other 
maſters, and even in manynef his 
own. pieces, are yet extremely beau- 
tiſul in-the; perfection of deſign; the 
exattneſs of NG. and delicacy of 
oolouring The antique paintings 
give room to doubt, whether the; an · 
cients were equal to ſeveral i Italian, 
Flemiſh 1 Rape Lend, Tb t N | 


| defire of ſtriking out ſomething new | 
does not ſeem to have been their pre- 
| vailingipaſſion ;' as they probably bo- 
ſtowed all their attention in perfecting 
what was already received with ap- 
probatibn. The beautiful in each kind 


[ eee j 
cent habe Been afraid of giving 


aayitbo the foggeſtions!of fancy} but 
lle tlie mederns, eſpeeialſy thoſe of 
Ialyz=gtnerally choſe to imitate one 


| another, 01 We ought not for that 


reaſon to tax them with want of ge⸗ 
nis: on the contrary, all the in- 
ventions which are really good, and 
conſsquentl uſed in the mo- 


dern ar- 
chitecture, have been derived» from 
the e of the antique. But thie 


being once found, they! iarely ven- 


3 tured: to ſearch for ir! in _ 2 


LES 


things both in Au and paint- 


ing. 1110 


77 "Perhaps, | then, there Was a 


* 


FE taſte in painting, followed by 
almo ſt all the maſters of thoſe times; 


Þ a 


and it 16 ” robable, that this prevail 


4 * & . 


ing ſte was. that of baſſo relieyo, aa F 
ul pture vas then v VE in fa- WM in 
ſhion. There is even a ina to be⸗ th 
live, e, that if compoſition, or the m 
heat of the | imagination, had predo- to 
minated among t them, and. the e m- fn 
gie of cobouring, and the clair ob- 4 
ſcur, been found out, their {ducing . 
charms would bave hinder di them from 1 
ng e 
ouſt to {i 10 e . Foy 7 ; 
a mediocrity, which furn iſhes more ; 
cafy reſources or 1 thoſe who c 
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r that pram in our own 


Fe times, 


1 
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| [1 It 3 7 
A; in all probability, 1 Whew gt 
arts ſhall have loſt that de ree of 


perfection, o Which. they . are 
now" arrived, there will ee 
ſort of harmony, which thoug h no 
other than a falſe, a nd ill-unde ted 
imitation,” will ſerve. to prove, that 
this ſo wellig part of painting 
muſt have been known, and carried 
0 greater length by thoſe WhO 
frſt practiſed i it. Some traces of this | 
degeneracy \ we, perceive in the. paint 
ings of Herculaneum, which are mo- 
dern, 1 in compariſon « of thoſe, ſo much 


7 15 44 4 


xto] led by the ancients. However, 
its | probable, that thoſe painters. had... 
fill f in their eye A great many fine | 4 
pieces which now no longer ſubſiſt; 


3 5 A 
from which h they would Ee drann. 1 


theſe 
art bas Horn aſe bt 4 in A 1 22 : 
capable. to inſpire a taſte for them. © 
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OF THE 


ANTIQUITIES 


IN THE 


| Neighbourhood of NAPLES, be- 
low PAUSYLIPO, upon the 
Gulf of POUZZUOLT, and at 
BAI ZE. 


N giving my remarks upon the 
antiquities lately diſcovered in the 
town of Herculaneum ; I think the 
publick would not be ſorry, ſhould 
I join ſome of thoſe that ſtill exiſt in 
the neighbourhood of Naples. Theſe 
laſt have been mentioned by ſeveral 
authors; and therefore I ſhall not 
much expatiate upon them, but on- 
; I 2 3 


Longs 


[fx 115 1 
ly premiſe, that no perſon has def. 
cribed them fo exactly as myſelf, and 


I hope it will be agreeable to find 


thepn ad __ this little perfo ormance, 
with which they have ai intimate 


* » 


connection. Therefore, ſo far as | 
have obſerved them, they ſhall be 
E] d in the following plates. 
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paſſage, through which the 
nigh road is carried from Naples to 
Puzzoli, is ſo ancient, that the epo- 


and has produced diſputes among 
my own part, I am contented with 
l. having opened quarries in this moun- 


tain, which is formed of fand and 
3 


T6. . I. noidur dtv 
8 ine 2105 GF I Foto 1009 
fad? Yau ad. 5 h ud 


| HIS grotto, or ſubterranean 
cha of its origin is altogether obſcure, 


believing that the ancient inhabitants 
of Naples, for their own conveniency, 


Plate 
XXIV. 


authors that are well known. For 
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which 1 fide the excavations were con- 


are every day! the ſubjects of aſtoniſh- 


about an Italian mile, 


fort Wehe! pfbper fer lang and 
leck for chat purpoſe to this day, in- 
ſtead of conducting their trehehes at 
random, carried chem on in a ſtraight 
ine R 1 Ju gh the mountain; induced 


thing extraordinary While they were 
mployed on this occaſion. For the 
mountain being entirely formed of 
ſandy: ſtone, it muſt have been 2 
matter of indifference to them on 


ducted. Very ſimple motives have 
produced a thouſand things,” Which 


: ment and diſpute. Be that as it will 
this ſubterranean paffage i is in length 

and about 
twe nity beet broad. As for che height 
aries confiderably; ; for the two 
openings made to admit ache of 
Lg to enlighten the paſſage, are at 


leaſt 


"4 
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leaſt fit) frat: be then defend: | 
{lopm: ng inſenſibl 10. dorm mer Wink. 
dow in the middle, pierc red fr m the '\ 
ſummit of the mountain down. to 
the interior parts of the grotto; con- 
Bl veying thither ſtill more light, tho 78; 7 
0 it contends with that which arrives 
e weakened from the entry, and 111 
may be allowed the expreſſion, con- 
108 


the paſſengers. This grotto 
lad been for a great while, very 
9 muck mt Time, the def] troyer 
ef all things, had made confiderable 
9 e. in it: che earth and ſtone 


. 9 Kar it for — hg reterat, 
ng ſrom thence very much infeſted 
er when Philip . 


een Catal. gt back 


<.invia Jbigibus:paria, &. Vid. Is 
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ried in" the earth | up to the beginniig 
of the Arch, may be about five” feet 


1 in breadth, and ſix in heighth. m 
is is ena covered with Ruces; | 
| of which: 1250 have formed cotmpart- 


ments of ſculpture, in an + 


taſte and exquiſite workmanſhip, 


| The bas reliefs, which are in the mid- 


dle of the arch, are equally beautiful, 


thobgh very much damaged, and 
blackened 


Plate 


Kue bobs I Have wende, per 
Sto 75 We find a vaült of a ſemi- 
, ar * arch detached, Which our 
i condüctöts affüre ug 18 Alle tomb of | 
| Agrippina, that unforty nate mother | 
of Nero. This vault, Which i8 bus 


v5 140 I 
blackened by. the ſmoke. of thi g 


torches, which people are obliged 10 $ 
U e in ed going down into theſe ſubter 
randan places. At leaſt, that is thei I p 

riotign I coticeived from the! little 0 of" 
Ge remains,” T heſe bas reliefs mn I! 
all incloſed in borders, the ornament (ac 
of which are beautifully Hniſhed, in Y cx 
the true antique taſte. "Although } 
the fide poſts of this vault are al- 
moſt intirely buried, and the place 
otherwiſe greatly damaged, we, ne- 
vertheleſs, ſee ſome remains of paint- 
ing, though they are in very, bad 
condition, and ſo much effaced, that 
no judgment can be formed of them. 
All that I could diſcover, is, that 
they agree with the decoration of the 
vault in variety of ornaments; among 
which I found ſome of thoſe chime- 
rical animals, compoſed of a lion's 


body, wit the head and wings of 
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pina's: tomb, and paſſed be: 
ed at the foot. of: A ainjlraiade de- 
dication of which is ſtill a ſubject of 
diſpute; and as it is a thing real 
very obſcure, I ſhall adhere to the 
opitrion of the country; although in 
chis reſpect, the vulgar eſpecially is 
lieve to have been dedicated to Ve- 
nus, and others to W is ex- 
ternally formed upon an octogonal 
plan, four ſides of which are flanked 
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ich grouped pilaſters, placed up- 
high pedeſtals, which are almoſt 


I * | tire!) {y K in the marſhy / ground 

Þ bere the edifice is built. As to the 
N _—_— they are ſo totally ruined by 
ime, that not the leaſt: veſtige of 
— remains. The gate is of a ſe- 
r Picireular arch, but the croſs wor 
R, above; is n of : the fame 
Futve, which 1 mentioned above in 
the article of the temple of Serapis, 
4 Dately diſcovered at Pozzuoli. In- 
Fernally, this temple is circular, tho 
have deſigned it as an octagon. 
The arches are totally ruined, ſo that 
Dy not judge of their decorati- 
But by the appearan ce af the 
lakes: bricks, one is diſpoſed to be- 
live, chat this edifice. as well as a 
great many others, was cruſted with 
marble. I had almoſt forgot to ob- 
| n that the pilaſters jut out Frank r 
gy the 
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[144 ] 
the wall, about two thirds of their 
| breadth. There is nothing preſerve 
in the infide worthy of notice, and 
it is ſo difficult of acceſs, that one i; 
obliged to be carried thither acroſ 
the moraſs; ſo that I.can aſſure the 
reader, there is nothing to be {cen 
that will make amends for that trou- 
ble. But this is not the caſe with 
what I am going to mention in the 

following pe i AYERS 2 08 
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CEMPLE of MBROURY. 
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4 5 


＋ HE ame of Mercury, as eee 
as the preceding, is partly 
rank in-the marſhes, and you muſt 
be carried thither before you ſee the 
inſide, which, however, yields much 
more ſatisfaction than the laſt. It is 
a kind of rotundo, with an opening 
in the arch, which ſerves to enligh- 
ten the whole temple, in the ſame 
manner as that of the Pantheon at 
Rome. The ſurface of the walls is 
covered with ſmall pieces of marble, 
placed here and there, without any 
order; a circumſtance from which I 
ſuppoſed it was no more than a pre- 
paration for receiving ſome plaiſter, 
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* => es . _— 2 = 
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"26 
of which, owe ever, d 


43 "ext e 7 * 18.3 1 4A: : 


5 other ie high, contain .nothin 


remarkab let}; entered; bythe. door 
A, which is the uſual entrance; 


though it is not in a line with the 
door B. This is likewiſe the caſe 
with the others, C and D. I could 
not conceive the meaning of this ir- 
regularity, unleſs they were ſo diſ- 
poſed, for communicating with ſome 
bother edifices contiguous to the tem- 
ple; and indeed this alone ſeems to 
have been the cauſe of ſuch fingular 
conſtruction. The coridor E, is ftill 
decorated with ſome paintings in 
0 very well preſerved ; though 
they are not remarkable for their 
beauty. I obſerved that this tem- 
ple, as well as all that remains of 
the ancient edifices in theſe places, 
is built of bricks, of the ſize I hare 
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Plate 
XXXIX. 


Pozzuoli, we go down by a gradual 
deſcent, through” A path hollowe 
the rock, which is a diminutive of 
the famous grotto of Pauſilipo, to 
theſe baths, At the end of this ſub- 
terranean place, where no kind of 
carriage but horſes only can paſs, we 
find the flair A, at which ſeveral 


mountain, reunite. Here we find ſe- 
veral cliambersor ſubterranean grotto 
B, cut in the rock, that conduct us to 
the corridor C, of the ſame kind of 


r * which we go dow! 
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by a gradual deſcent, to the hank of 
hot water which are faid to have 
beer "mee itt this ſubtérranean ca- 
vity for the uſe, of Nero. The wa- 
ter is, Tſo hot, that the men who go 
to fetel it it, Hot only find it inſup- 
g portable to the touch, but when they 
tetutn, they are quite covered over 
with ſweat, by the heat of the va- 
pours which exhale: I had a mind 
to enter them, but I found the heat 
inſupportable. We have many ex- 
; amples of ſych water, heated, with- 
out doubt, by mines of kindled bi- 
J umeng through which they paſs, 
but it few! ſo hot as this. The inhabi- 
| [tarits of the country make uſe of 
; them for-ſeve al diſtempers, as well 
as of the ſtoves; or hot baths, built 
near the grotto Del Gang, 2. 1, have 
mentioned in their proper place. In 
che e grottos, B, are a kind of beds 
1 L % 


5 8 6 — 2 3 * . " ® 
CT ates Ee 9 S c ö * n - ; 

hor Rn, r oe Ee Ee oe oe hog ibs 

p4 . » 4 Sl 1" 8 _ = ” 3 * . 


— —— ed Mii A 


dance of, ruins, which, gixe reaſon 
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or banks, D, made of ſtucco, for Ml + 
the fick perſonato lie upon in that 
poſition which his raalagy demands, 


1012880 this Plate,” is foutid abun- 


10 5 eel 290g81s | 
a eve, that t 2 5 ths were in- 


clo fed in 1 ſome e 0 chal der 4 able palace; 
a in ſuch bad condition that it is 


impollible te ſe any thing poſtin 
ion the ſubje&. 5e No: 2 = 
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"24K trad part v of che vaült 5. is 
What remains of 2 a temple fo | merh 
dedicated to Diana, in which T could 
find neith | er painting, nor bas reliefs; 

and” there 1 is fo little remafkäble in 
the remains of this edifice, th that 1 ſhall 
00 bett myſelf" with 5 "he bete wen. 
i 1 "aft" s WA To. noone g 
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1 balad” el; as as. thoſe tem] wd I ;have 
a „ are very Tuinous, pieces 
of antiquity, and of vecy difficult 
| the | heaps of 


acceſs, on account of the 


rubbiſh all round . In entring 

chi place, we find the firſt chamber, 

A, the plan of which i is fquare,. and 

| tl e TR, decorated. with, . compar 1 
ents, in each of which, there ar 


X are 


and thou gh well execu t= 


Mt * 2 LY 2 pro oach, 27 the 
aut of; theſe which, contribute to 


NE 5 0 


the decoration of the chamber 5 B, 
built in a plan half circular and Falk 
ſquare. Under the arcade D, we 
find a petrified tree, and in the mid- 
iQ L 4 - . ne 


e ̃ͤ oe GC OE. Ae 


figure which is in the Villa Bore: 


well as among the moderns. I have 
in this plate given ſome idea of the 
bas reliefs E, which are all includ- 
edi in a border, being gilded, and of 


theſe bas reliefs, are compoſed of 
ſubjects relative to the divinity of the 
place, and are at leaſt as obſcene as 


— — — 
2 — ——— — u— — - 


[ gu } 
dle of the vault: an opening, G, which 
in all probability, furmiſhed it with 
light. Among the fine bas relief. 
which omament itz there 5s 4 gladia. 
tor, exactly in the attitude of that 


heſe, from whence, as well as other 
eircumſtances, we may conclude there 
were plagiaries among the- ancients a 


fite workmanſhip ; and in point 
of deſign, reſembling thoſe of Agrip- 
pina's tomb, which I have already 
mentioned. The greateſt part of 


thoſe repreſented on the lamps found 
at. Herculaneum. From this laſt 
"s 4&8 | piece 


[:293 ] 
iece 0b antiquity; the cond uctors 
uſuall yi carry the curious to a i very 
Tprmalt pierced under the moun- 
tain, where formerly: ſtood the anci- 
ent city of Cumæ. At the end of 


one with another, but I found no- 
4 thing i in them worth deſcribing. All 
that F can ſay, therefore, i is, that this 
is vulgarly believed to be the cave, 
wherethe famous Sibyl of Cumæ de- 


livered her oracles, and I refer the 
reader to M wr for the > hiſtorical 
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his ſubterranean cavern, are ſever} 
chambers and baths, communicating 
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oN Dede nissadom s ni mobi; 
PateXLI. N Maso unwilling! to conclude chi 
13 giving 
curious ſome notion of that 11 Ot: 
caverns,” called in Italy Catacombs; 
which I have accordingly repreſent- 

5 ed in this plate. At appears, that 
this ſort of ſubterranean and publick 
tombs, was very much in uſe among 
the ancients; for, befides> theſe: at 
Rome and N er which L have ex- 
amined; Mr. Bernard, who has made 
the tour of Sicily, ſaw ſome as con- 
ſiderable as theſe, at Byracuſe and 
Malta; and aſſures me they are in 
the manner of their diſtribution ex- 
actly the fame. Me may likewiſe 
judge of the whole by-thoſe of Na- 
cout | ples, 


BBY 45> 


— 2 — 


1 
— 
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c 255 1 
ples, which I am going to deſcribe. 


I Thoſe called the catacombs of Sx. 
Januarius, from which I took this 


| defign; are like alb others, pigreed/at; 


random in a mountain, where we 
| 6nd confiderable banks of ftonef\/ſti 
more ſoſt thaw that of St. Leu, which 
muſt haye heen very eaſily cut. In ll 
danapos theſe fubterrancanc Caverns, 
g avon 8 s or ak 3 t, a8 
may be ſeen by that repreſented in 
che deſign. There are different cor 
ners; which by their diſtinction and; 
decoration, ſeem as well as the tombs 
Saher we find dme temaiaminb 
hainting to have belonged to ſomt 
particular families. They and; the 
J avenues B, are full oft niches of dil 
fetent ſize, for the ſepulchre: of the 
large as well as the little bodies Ms 
longing to theſe My fami· 


| 


Hes. The entrance A, of theſe tb. No 
terranebus caverns,” 1 bit p pretty Nine 
ftraight;” but whole we'p enetrate far. i 
bra ts _ A number der adh co: 
cut, as 1 ſuppoſe, altogether at ran. th. 
PAN & that the whole166ks like a 
fubterranean city; with fireets, ſquare, 
alleys, and corners, ng 4 the extent of 
it is ſo conſiderable, that ſome paſ- 
ſages are ſuppoſed to go as far a 
Pouzzoli. Here too, as well as at 
Rome, they have had the precaution 
to ſhut up ſeveral avenues, that none 
of the number of people, whom cu- 
rioſity induces to viſit thoſe places, 
may be in danger of loſing them- 
ſelves, In thoſe places where the 
excavation is large, they have left 
here and there the pillar C, to ſup- 
port the vault. Here, likewiſe, there 
are uſually two ſtories. I thought 
my defign, by ſpeaking to the eyes, 
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Plate 
XLII. 


1 of Naples, W 1 may 1 men- 
tion thoſe of the ancient city of Ca- 
pua. This place, which is but ten i * 
leagues diſtant from the other, and i 
about two miles from modern Ca- 
pua, we find upon the road to Rome, 


=Y 


* 
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the great number of ruins, 
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PIO 
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"ſeems to have been very conſider- 
to can- 
a 27 l et 1 7 


Able. ; Beſi des, ancient authors have 

1 > extolle its De iciz, that 

15 0 ofnbhy entertain? amy other idea 

f it. Sundl nothing in it 
oning, but an-amphi- 

b 38 theatre, 
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theatre, and that too greatly da- 


ſorm of its curve, reſembles the Co- 
liſeum at Rome. I thin 
proper to obſerve, that it was com- 


firſt of which, by the profil of its 
entablature, ſeems to be of the Do- 
tick. Jet the frize is not adorned 
with at 


this « order may be about one fourtl 
— than the frize. The coping is 
very ſmall, and crowned with a wave, 


4% «tg 4% + 


Se ww 


2 the lame defect i in the chapiter 
im oft. . * obſerved, in this am- 


of. which ſerve. for, \communicatic 1 
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* a which 1 was the are- 


we TH | 
| Ron 8 


Set T 3» 
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| maged, the plan. of which, by the 
k it will be 


poſed, at möſt, of three orders, the 


any triglyph, and the corniſh . 
is without brackets. The corniſh « of 


. heavy, which is employed 2 


phit theatre, . fire. galleries, D a three 
to all the ſtairs that open « on the ſteps. 


-field ; ; each pillar 
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B, was decorated with an inſerted 
column, the baſes of which are 
new Munk! in the earth, ' T he wall 
and external decoration of this edi- 
fice, were built of elcellent ſtone, 
and all the brick-work very ſolid, 
as being compoſed” of bricks * 
are very large and thick. I teckon- 
ed in the whole circumference of 
this theatre ſixty four arcades, three- 
ſcore of which were each thirteen 
ſeet wide, as well as the galleries D, 
which are arched. The other Four in 
arcades are ſtill larger, and ſerve for 
the principal entries. The keys of 
| theſe arcades are of the firſt order, 
ornamented with coloſſal heads, one 
of Which repreſents Diana, and the 
other exhibit other deities; ſome of 
them are ſtill to be ſeen in New Ca- 
pua, where they have alſo preſerved | 


ſeveral altars and inſcriptions, Among 
Us the 


, } 
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the. faults tho at ere viſible i in the pro- 
ils of this theatre, the ſmallaek of 


ancients hape the ſame defect in ſe⸗ 
yeral « of. their edifices, as may be ob- 


theon and the temple of Mars, now 


[plicity to the ornaments with which 


an intimate connexion between them. 


M have 


** p ut me in \ mind that 16 4,4 M 


ſerved in the entablature of the Pan- 


the Cul om-houſe , at Rome. The 
largeneG of the Coping, as deſerib- 

ed in ſeveral modern authors, ſeems 
to me the more reaſonable; becauſe 
Z chis profil ctowning the other mould- 
lings, ought to diſpute with them in 
proportion, and yet yield by its ſim- 


Lit is charged in elegant buildings. 
This is all I had to ſay of the Am- 
phitheatre of Capua; an. Antiquity 
which T thought I might ; Join to thoſe _ 
of Naples, Elpecially as there is ſuch 


kd I have ſaid of theſe laſt, which 
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have been a long time known, may 
ſeem to engage me fo ſpeak alſo of 
thoſe at Rome, © Which would have 


furniſhed me with matter at leaſt ax 


ample and abundant; but as my in- 


tention at firſt was ſolely to com- 
ply with the deſire of ſome patrons 
of the arts, for whom I have the 


moſt Neun regard, and who re- 


queſted me to publiſh the remarks 
J had made upon thoſe things which 
have been lately diſcovered. in the 
. territory of N aples, 1 was willing to 


confine myſelf. entirely to the ſatis- 


faction of their deſire; being, be- 
ſides, uncertain of the reception theſe 
my firſt eſſays would meet with from 
the public, I thought T could not 
uſe too much of ifieaion' in run- 
ing the career of authors How- 
ever I will premiſe, that having all 
the neceflary materials for the ſequel, 
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IErculaneum was a city of val 
antiquity, dedicated to Her- 
who was held 1 in great e eſteem 

ll over the then known world 
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Temp es and altars were ever where 
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erected to him ; „ witneſs the famou 
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en mple 0 f Cadiz extra erculis C0- 
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hy imnas in Gadibus. N The Carthag- 
| and 
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conſulted him ; in their EY enter-. 
priſes. This city ſtood where now 


r 


ſtands the royal village of Portici, 
waſhed by the ſea, four miles from 


Veſuyius. It ſeems, as likewiſe Pom- 
pea, to have been buried i in the firſt 


which. e the 7 Was, 1 N 
cited. EEE 


AA, _—_ SY if 


1 ; matter with 1 which it is covered 
ö not every Phere the fame. 8 


pg Places 1 it, is a, ſort of. lime, A . 75 


hard. ge ge ment; 54410. others, a fort 'of 


burnt. t.dry. earth, like alhes; 5 an elle- 
where, git P 
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fd. Llaks, 0 :ompoled of ulphur 'an "anc 
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mm Which Veluvius throws out in 
| M3 its 


Naples, and two from the top of 


great eruption of that mountain, in 


be city Is bout ſeventy feet * : 


at. the Neapolitans call 
lara that i 18, 2 Sole like melt 


20 is gap 8.20 This A whit it 
pr reſerved” its heat, ran like a river 
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155 the ſea ; but. as ſoon as it cool. 


ed, it fübſided, and became à ſolid 
able like a dark blue marble; 


$3724 


whic ich 1 bave ſeen tables. It is 


vs refore no wonder that this river 


ſhould have penetrated into every 


cavity it met with in its courſe ; ſo 
we find that part of the city over 
which i it ran, full of it. 


. | 


> Kothing/h is more e diffcult than to 


ile this ſurprizing effect. The 
learned are much divided in thei 
5 opiniotis concerning it The mol! 


general opinion is, that the moun- 


tain firſt threw out ſuch a quantit) 


of cinders as covered the city; and 


_ chen tlie ſea penetrating into the bot 
. tom of the volcano, was. afterward 


vomited out, and i in its courle, puſh 
8. 1 | ed 


„ 
ed the cinders, earth, &c. into tif 
houſes: Many ko, aſſert, that 
Veſuvius in its eruptions throws out 
more water than fire. In the erup- 
tion December 10, 1631 „it is ſaid 
that the harbour of Naples for. a 
moment was quite emptied, and that 


all ſorts of ſhell- fiſh were mixed with 


the lava that came from the moun- 
| tain, + Pliny the younger, giving 
Tacitus an account of the death of 
his uncle, ſays the ſea ſeemed to £0 
back. The water entering the vol- 
cano, probably gave riſe to this ob- 
"ſervation. Perhaps too the eruption 


was attended by an earthquake, which 


may have aſſiſted to ſwallow, up 4 the 
city. But 1 ſhall ſay no more on a 
bo m ſo wy "abore a ken, I 


2 1 J. 


. ; 
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3 — 15 thus el Sonn 
; the Year” 79 to the year! 1739. The 
: M4 prince 
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prince: of Rlbrufindend.: in 4 5 ty 

| building, a little Oui 
rich and digeing for. ml mall found | 
ſome. Pięges of wrought, marble 3 and 
afterwards. diſcovered a temple, of a 
round, figure, built to Bacchus, 
adorued with pillars of yellow mar- 
ble, and ſome fine ſtatues, viz. one 
of Hercules, and another thought to 
be Cleopatra, . which he ſent to Vi- 


enna as a pteſent to prince Eugene. 
But the diſcoyery went no further; 
nor did they ſuſſ ect that. this mas 
art A. - Herewlanoma 013 * | 


= was in the. n of 5 
1739, that digging for another well, 
they found ſome more, marhle ; ; and 
being ordered | by. the king to dig to- 


wards the grotto _ 2 


1 10 dee they found; two conſular 
1 n An matble,,, c N e e 


8 ST: * 
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us; afteryarde ſome br 


they tel on the theatre, "which 7% 


"feats for the 
was incruſted with mar- 
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do 


ſifted of eighteen 5 Jt 
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gti 1 d with pillars,” 
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| 6. many fine ſtatues already 
found: I PAC however omit 1 9 8575 
with the following PHI of oft 0 
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lebrated one at the capitol « of M. Ay. 
relius Antoninus, of Corinthian brak, 


It is indeed more ancient, and per 
haps the work of a more eminent 
malkar ß 5 but, 


Non a inter vos tantas com- 
i amet lites. | ng 


This ſtatue of Batbes, and another 
of his father, which is now broke, 
were placed before the door of the 
e chat fronted to the ſtreet. 


Satisfied that es fag at laſt dif 


0 corcred Herculaneum, they conti- 
nued to work on; and near the the- 
atre they found angle temple, de- 
; dicated to Hercules. It has been 
diſputed, if the ancients "uſed to 
build tem ples fo near their theatres, 
The one here i is a proof of the af: 
*  Hrmative; 


— {9 1 1 
frmative ; . and indeed altars have 
been erected within theatres / them- 
ſelves. Sacrifices preceded their 
games and plays, which were con- 
nected with, and made up part of 
their religious ceremonies. Here 
were got idols of ſeveral Aktie par- 
ticularly one of Hercules of braſs, and 


fice. . 

"The. walls of this temple were 
Fe in different compartments, 
repreſenting combats of wild beaſts, 
real and i imaginary animals, heads of 
Meduſa, landſkips, views of hoſes, 
and. architecture of various kinds. 
But What ſurpriſe every one, and are 
of. infinite value in themſelves,” are 
the hiſtorical paintings. ---One 1 repre- 


hand, 


all the inſtruments . for ſacri- 


Eg Fan naked Theſeus, with a  clubi in his 
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Fry 
, a "ring on "His finger, and 4 
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ſort o& Tearf han 125 15 at his ſhoulder 


Ber ween en bis bp : 
bat his FRET dase ke a bull. The 


$ 


lies ies thy e Minotau 


* 
10 
4 1 1 18 


a 


head' i is entirely Teen; bu t the body 


[goes back a firaight line, and i 
\8 bnely fore-ſhortened. © TE, hero, i 
| ſurrounded with three oy ; two of 
I them kiſs his hands, a a nd ue third 
| gently embraces his "fe arm. A wir- 
| gipmodefly touches the dub; whic 
Ni perhaps, 1s Ariadne, or Ph dra. In 
ii the, air 18 ſeen another figy „ which 
Adeos Victory; and you Len all 
if obſerve the volutes of the it ars that 
it adorn the labyrinth. In a "{ſeond 
1 we ſee a woman fitting crowned with 
f Lowers, 115 At her r left tide is a paſket 
f {rvifs, and, at her right a young 
Faunuz playing gn a pipe. ; Oppoſite 
90. che woman is a naked man wit 


[ 273 ] 
a black beard, with a bow, quiyer, 
| and | club 3 behind him is another 


i woman, ar ſeems to ſpeak to the 
| g iſ bnd below, a child ſucking a 
? The ſubje ct of this picture is 
6 pr the birth of Telephus, the 
/ ſon, of Hercules and Augea; the ſit- 
s wochan repreſenting Augea, the 
; naked man Hercules, and the child 


Telephus, Who was faid to be mira 
1 7 nurſed by a deer A third 
1 refer 


of the centaur, Wachen young A- 
chilles mufic. A fourth is Mercury 
giving Bacchus t to the nurſe.----But 


it Nn 


it W uld be tedious to deſcribe all 


«++ 4 - 
1101 1 hom: _— 


1 do net pretend chat all the paint- 
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ings here found are equally good. 


| feel che o 1 have mentioned, 


AEM D9IASO £ 
| "and 


- 
* 0 2 


© 'of them are very bad. But 


anche s, cannot be over- va. 
be ed, aulibthiet: you confider the judici- 
5 ouscompolition; the acgurate contour, 
or fine colouring! They will be ſuf. 
ficient to demonſtrate, that the an- 
cients'excellet] the moderns in paint 
ing, as much as in; ſculpture. and the 
b fine arts. And if ſuch, is the 
value of theſe pictures, what muſt 
the other maſters of Greece, ſo re- 
nowned | in ' {tor * N Though 75 buried 
near 1700 years, the colouring is as 

freſh as if painted a few years ago. 
But perhaps this is partly owing to 
the external air being ſo effectualh 
excluded. The king has cauſed cut 
them off the walls, an: Pute them i in 
frames. a Ha 
The moderns ads imagine 
that the ancients uſed only four co- 
lours, viz. hi ite, Daves yellow: and 


Ane red. 


Ty 
ut” here they will: ſee both 


ariſen from ſtrictly interpreting a 
paſſage of Pliny (üb. 35. c. 70 He 
fays indeed, that the painters in his 


perſpective. But the above paintings 
are clear evidence of the contrary. 
| WW Vitruvius and Pliny uſe the word 
; 


| menſura for what we call perſpective. 


For what elſe can mean that paſſage 


he fays, Non cedebat Amphion1 de 


ſuris; hoc eſt, quantum quid ed 
dſtar e „ 


-2Prgjkeding with a ax hh 
BREE a. ſtreet with houſes on both 


due and” green. 1 The miſtake! has 


time uſed theſe four colours; but he 
does not ſay, that they uſed theſe, 
and only theſe. It has been ſaid too, 
that the ancients did not underſtand 


of Pliny, when, mentioning Apelles, 


diſpoſitione, Aſclepiodoro de men- 


ſides. 
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concerning the hiſtory, gu 


The king, pre 
das built a palace at Portici, where 
415 . every 


U 5%, 

Se Sottie of them were > incruſted 
with rhtble, atid richly ornamented 
the Roos being generally paved with 
mbſaic. Within the heuſts t they 
found dead bodies metals, furniture, 
aud chings of alt kinds. I was told 
chat che bodies mouldered away when 
poſed to the air. I ſaw the whole 
bens ef 4 kitchen, pots, Pans, 
glaſs: bottles, ſhapes for making pies, 
&. In an oven they found a loaf 
Kill entire, n in- earthen ws cork 
. — 
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i is impoſe * tn give you 
8 catalogue of this vaſt treaſure, 
Which is daily increaſing, and will 
ſerve to clear up many. difficultic 


"3 


ud of his- collection, 


and religious rites of the ancients, 
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every, thing en in ee 
is preſerved. A bold attempt, you 
will ſay, to build a city where one 
formerly met with, ſuch a cataſtro- 
country think, that the eruptions 
of Veſuvius will never again be ſo 
conſiderable, as it is ſo wore out 
with daily belching up quantities of 
matter. I was really aſtoniſned to 
ſee phat vollies of ſtones and ſul 
phur it threw up, attended with a 
noiſe like that of many cannon. 


I cannot help regretting the me- | 


| thod they have taken to clean out 


this city. Had they laid it open 


from the top, we would liave had 


the pleaſure of ſeeing it as it former- 


ly ſtood; we would have ſcen the 
liſpoſition of the : fircets temples, | 


Ke. 
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q 178 70 
Ke. we would have ſeen the | Interior 
of the houfes, and a thouſand curio- 
ſities we are now deprived of. But 
as the city lies ſo far below 
ground, it would have been an im- 
menſe expence to have wrought in 
this manner. They have therefore 
ſatisfied themſelyes, with cleaning it 
out like a mine, by leaving a num- 
ber of pillars to ſupport the roof, 
which is in danger of falling; and 
in many places they hare filled up 
| the. houſes they had once cleaned 
out, with the rubbiſh they, took from 
the adjacent ones. After wandering 
ſome: hours with torches, J cannot 
ay L Was able to form a diſtinct no- 
tion of the ſituation of the houſes; 
ſtreets, or any thing; ſuch was the 
confuſion: that "OO . | 
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xIPHIEINUS 8 epitbme oft DION; 

| which makes particular mention 
of an earthquake that happened 
under the reign of Titus, attend- 
ed with a violent eruption of mount 
VIE. $Uvius, by which the cities of 
"Heneuraneum and PowPs) 1 were ; 


| overwhelmed. - eee 


* n , 4 
; — 281 4. 3 4 


L 


IN. the Hin ſeaſon; fmeſirangs! 
and frightful things happened inf 
Campania, for all of a ſudden there 
broke out a great fire from Veſuvius. 
[This trountainþ which id meas the 
ſea- ſhore of N aples, contains an un- 
erhapſtible quantity of combuſtible 


N 2 matter. 


broke out, from the middle of it, 


there it continues entire Rill, the 


dually becomes hollow, as it ſubſides, 
ſo as to reſemble an amphitheatre, if 


L 16e 


matter. At the time when the fire 


the top was all of an equal height, 
On the outſide it did not burn, and 


ſummit” retaining its ancient height, 
but where the fire iſſues forth it gra- 


we may liken ſmall things to great, 
Its ſummit produces plenty of trees 
and vines. This circle enlarges daily 
by the fire which ſmoaks in the day- 
time and burns clear in the night, 
as if they were offering up every kind 
of ſacrifice within the mountain, and 
it does ſo continu ally, more or leſs. 
When any thing falls into it, it throws 
up afthes, and ſtones too, if the 
wind blows hard. It hkewiſe echoes 
and makes a lowing noiſe,” as if it 


| L481] 
came through rifts and ſecret air- 
a and was not pear u p. 


# 


. ==Y rk 1s 3 arg fach 
its yearly appearances; and although 
in compariſon with what has paſt, 
they may ſeem extraordinary to theſe 
people who. are conſtant ſpectators, 
yet they will be looked on as trifling, 
compared with the . which we 
ſhall now: deſeribe. 


'T — cad many great, 1 men 
exceeding the cammon ſize of man- 
| kind, and ſuch as giants are deſcrib- 
ed to be. They were ſeen in the 
mountains and neighbouring ,coun- 
tries, and wandering up and down 
in the towns adjacent, and likewiſe 
in the air. After this there happen 
ed a great drought from the extraor- 
dinary heat and violent earthquake, 

N 3 ſo 
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tle. E. The ſea raged; the 
ſounded; and an um! 
heard, as if mountains claſhed to- 


ſtones of an extraordinary ſize were 


che Toke, and che Loch ball of 


that Clia6s was come again, and that 
5 the | N was at hand. 


[ 182 } 
fo that the whole plains were dried 
up, and the tops of the hills fabſided, 
The "noiſe under ground © Was like 
thunder, and on the ſurface of the 
earth it was like the lowitig" of e cat 


uſual noiſe was 


gether. T hen, for tlie firſt time, 


thrown out at the top, attended 
with fire and ſmoak, fo that the air 
Was darkened thereby, and the ſun 
was hidden, as in the time of an 
e. Night ſprung from day, 
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eclipſe. 
and' light from darkneſs, and people 
imagined that the giants bad rebell- 


* * 
ed, 3 4 4 1 . S q 
8 — 2 of them = 
bh: 
To 


truttipets was nerd. Others thought 


Theſe 


L* 83 ] 
| Theſe things made people run out of 
© their houles 1 into the ſtreets; and thoſe 
who were in the ſtreets go wit 
board went aſhore, and theſe omdand 
went aboard, every one thinking that 
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| preſent one. And, along with all 


| alhes As. Poſſeſſed all ſpace, earth, 
Lea, and air; and wherever it hap- 


pened, it did hurt both to men, the 


; fiſhes, and all the birds were deſtroy- 
ed. The two cities of Herculaneum 


whelmed, while the people were fat- 


of aſhes were thrown out as to. reach 


14144 


"N=. 4 7 the 


any ſituation was better than their 


this, there were ſuch, quantities of 


cattle, and the grounds, and the 


E and. Pompeja were entirely over- 
ing in che theatre. Such quantities 


Africa, Syria, Egypt, and Rome 30 
nk blled LINE, air in chis laſt place 
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the people with a panic for man 
; days: : Not being able to conjectun 
1 what all this meant, they imagined 
that nature was turned upſide down; 
that the ſun was loſt in the earth; 
and that the earth was gone up to 
Heaven. Although theſe” aſhes did 
little damage at that time to the Ro. 
man people, yet afterwards they 
brou ght on a direful peſtilence® Lit 


Ses Xiphilious 8 epitome of Dian. in Tit, 
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OUR po what. I would 
4 ſend you an account of my 
de s death, in order to tranſmit 4 
more exact relation of it to poſterity, 
deſerves my acknowledgments; for 
if this action ſhall be celebrated by 
vour pen, the glory of it, I am well 


aſſured, will be rendered for ever il- 


luſtrious. And notwithſtanding he 
periſhed by a misfortune, which, as 


it involved at the ſame time a moſt | 


beautiful country in ruins, and de- 
ſtroyed ſo many populous cities, 


ſeems to promiſe him an everlaſting 
remembrance ; notwithſtanding he 
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1 * þ ö 1 k : "4 5. 1 as 


2 See Pliny's letters, lib. vi. lett. 16. 
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has himſelf compoſed many and laſt 
ing works, yet I am perſuaded, the 
mentioning of him in your immor- 
tal writings, will greatly contribute 


to eternize his name. Happy I eſ. 


teem thoſe to be, whom Providence 
has diſtinguiſhed with the abilities 
either of doing ſuch actions as are 
worthy of being related, or of re- 


lating them in a manner worthy of 


being read; but doubly happy are 
they who are bleſſed with both theſe 


uncommon talents : : In the number 


of which my uncle, as his own writ- 
ings, and your hiſtory will evidently 


prove, may juſtly be ranked. It is 


with extreme willingneſs, therefore, 


execute your commands; and 
ſhould indeed have claimed che taſk 


if vou had not enjoined it. He was 


at that time with the fleet er; his 


On the 


command at Miſenum. 
e 3 24th 


r 


[ 187 
wth or Auſt, about one in hs 
afternoon, iny mother defited* him 
to E a cloud which ap appea ared 
of a very unuſual ſize and ſhape: 
He had Juſt returned from taking 
the beflefit of the ſun, and after 
bathing himſelf in cold water, and 
taking a” "Night repaſt, was retired to 
his ſtudy: He immediately aroſe, and 
went out upon an eminence from 


whence he might more diftinetly 
view this very uncommon appearance. 
It was not at that diſtance diſcerni- 
ble from what mountain this dlbud 


iffued, but it was found afterwards 
to aſcend from mount Veſuvius. I 
give you a more exact de- 
ſcription of its figure, than by re- 
ſembling it to that of a pinestree, 
for it hot up a great height in the 
form of 'a' trunk, which" extended * 
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| the force of which decreaſed as it ad- 


ordinary phenomenon excited my 


a nearer view of it. He ordered a 


continue my ſtudies; for, as it bap- 


ment o of that kind. As he was, com- 
ing out of the houſe he received A 


288 

ſelf at the top into ſort of. branches £ 
occaſioned, Jr. imagine, either by a f 
ſudden guſt of air that impelled it; 


vanced upwards „or the cloud itſelf | 
being preſſed. back again by its. own 
weight, expanded, in, this manner: 
It. appeared ſometimes bright, and 
ſometimes dark and ſpotted, as it 
was either more or leſs impregnated 
with earth and cinders. This extra- 


uncle's philoſophical curioſity to take 
light veſſel to be got ready, and gave 
me the liberty, if I thought proper, 
to attend him. 1 rather choſe to 
pened, he had given me an employ- 


JO! from Rectina the wite of Bal- 


ſus, 


J 189 ] 


Wis, who was in the utmoſt alarm at 


the imminent danger which threaten- 
. [ed her; for her Villa being ſituated 
Vat the foot of mount Veſuvius, there 
was no way to eſcape but by ſea; 
ſhe earneſtly intreated him therefore 


Ito come to her aſſiſtance. He ac- 


b cordingly changed his firſt deſign, 
and what he began with a ohiloſo- 
Phical, he purſued with an heroical 


turn of mind. He ordered the gal- 


- to put to ſea, and went himſelf 
| on board with an intention of aſſiſt- 
I ing not only Rectina, but ſeveral 
others; for the villas ſtand extreme- 
V. chick upon that beautiful coaſt. 
When haſtening to the place from 


hence others fled with the utmoſt 


| terror, he ſteered his direct courſe to 
| the” point of danger, and with ſo 


0 much calmneſs and preſence of mind, 


: as to 0 be able to make and dictate 
his 
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his abſervations; uphn the motion and 
figure of that dreadful ſcene. He 


was now ſo nigh the mountain, that 
the cinders, which grew thicker and 


hotter the nearer he approached, fell 


into the ſhips, together with pumices 


ſtones, and black pieces of burning 


rock: They were likewiſe in danger 
not only of being a-ground by the 


ſudden retreat of the ſea, but alſo 
from the vaſt fragments which rolled 
down from the mountain, and ob- 


ſtructed all the ſhore. Here he ſtop- 
ed to conſider whether he ſhould re- 


* back n to ** the Ern 


5 1 the Sabo; Gry me to 
Pomponianus. Pomponianus was 
then at Stabiæ, ſeparated by a gulf, 


which the ſea, after ſeveral inſenſible 


windings, forms upon the ſhore 


* * already ſent his baggage on 


7 dboard; 
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board; for though he was not % 
that time in actual danger, yet be- 
og within. the view of it, and in- 
deed extremely near, if it ſhould in 
the leaſt encreaſe, he was determin- 
ed to put to ſea as ſoon as the wind 
ſhould change. It was favourable, 


however, for carrying my uncle to 
Pomponianus, whom he found in 
the greateſt conſternation : He em 


braced him with tenderneſs, encou- 


raged and exhorted him to keep up 
his ſpirits, and the more to diſſipate” 


his fears, he ordered, with an air of 


unconcern, the baths to be got ready; 
when /aiter having bathed, he fat — 


down to ſupper with great chearful- 
nels, or at leaſt (what is equally he- 


roic) with all the appearance of it. 
an While the eruption from 

mount 3 flamed out in ſeve- 
ral places with much violence, which 
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buted to render ſtill more viſible 
3 and dreadful. But my uncle, in 


1 to 58 8 after this by Ke . 
to reſt, and it is moſt certain, he was 


breathing hard, thoſe who. attended; 
without actually heard him {nore, 
The court which led to his apart- 


ſtones and aſhes, if he had conti- 


have been impoſſible for him to have 


the Fay, of. 9 4 night COntri- 


order to ſooth the apprehenſions of 
bis friend, aſſured him it was only 
che burning of the villages. Nach 


ſo little diſcompoſed as to fall into 4 
deep ſleep; for being pretty fat, and 


ment being now almoſt filled with | 
nued there any tune longer, it would 


made his way out; it was thought 
proper therefore to awaken him. He 
got up, and went to Pomponianus and 
the reſt oof his company, Who were. 

unconcerned 


" Th. 

unconcertied enough to think of go- 
Wig to bed. They conſulted 1 
her whether it would be moſt pru 
dent to truſt to the houſes, which 
Pow ſhook from fide to fide with 
b fene and violent concuſſions; or 
Ny to the open fields, where the cal- 
1 ined ſtones and cinders, though 
Vicht indeed, yet fell ; in large ſhow- 
rs, and threatened deſtruction. In 
(this diſtreſs they reſolved for the 
Bfclds, as the leſs dangerous ſituation 
Jof the two: A refolution which, 
while the reſt of the company were 
Whurried into by their fears, my un- 
cle embraced upon cool and delibe- 
rate conſideration. They went out 
Ichen, having pillows tied upon their | 
beads with napkins ; and this was 
their whole defence againft the ſtorm 
lof ſtones that fell und them. It 
was How” Wy Gay where elſe, but 
© O there 


. 


him to ariſe. 
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there a deeper darkneſs prevailed than 


in the "molt obſcure. night; which 


however was in ſome degree diſſipat- 
ed by torches and other lights of va- 
rious kinds. 3 They thought proper 
to go. down farther upon the ſhore, 
to obſerve if they might ſafely put 


out to ſea, but they found the waves 


Rill 3 run extremely high and boiſte- 


rous. 


which was ſpread for him, when i im- 


mediately the flames, and a ſtrong 
ſmell of ſulphur, which was the 
fore: runner of them, diſperſed the 


reſt of the, company, and obliged 


with the aſh ſtance of two of his ſer- 


vants, and inſtantly fell down dead; 
fuffocated,” as 1 conjecture, by ſome . 
grok and 1 noxious vapor, having al- 


ways 


There my uncle having drank 
3 draught or two of cold water, 


threw himſelf down upon a cloth 


He raiſed himſelf up, 


b 98 

ways Mad Welk lungs, k aud fr equentiy 
ſubje& to to: a diffic ulty of breathing; . 
As ſoon as iEwas ho 1 95 75 whic 
was rot” til We thing day aft er this 

melancho Ade ident, b body was 
found entire, and withour any marks 
of violence upon It,  exadtly itt the 
lame. poſture that he fell, and look- 8 


R. er 


ing 9 like a man 6 aſleep. than 


—— 


ther Ja 1 ok weir at Viiſettum 
But as this has no connection with 
your biſtö ory, Jo your enquit) went 


| | Te 1 T6 | 
no farther than concerning my un- 
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BY deat th; with that therefo ore 5 
will put an end to my letter! Suffer 
me 5 to add, that 1 have faitk- 
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fully re lated t to you | what, I was e ther 


an eye-wilneſs of my ſelf or cn | 
immediately after the ccident hap- 


enn „ 


pened, and beforet 44 was 5 844 } 
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of this narrative ſuch circumſtances 


as ſhall be moſt ſuitable to your pur- 


poſe: for there is a great difference 


betweeen what is proper for a letter, 


and an hiſtory; between writing to 


a friend, e en to ak Public, 
Farewel. Dad e 


To Connzrivs Taerrus- a 


1 "H E Jeder which! © males 


cle, has raiſed, it ſeems, your curio- 


N ſity to know what terrors and dan- 

gers attended me while I continued 
at Miſenum; for there, 4 think, the 
acuount in [thy former broke off: 


w e my ſthock'd foul 1 recoil my 
© Tags ſhall tell. 5 


* Pliny $ Latin, bot vi. lett. 20. 


with your requeſt, I wrote, to 
| you concerning the death of my un- 


_ 


fi 


— — — DB. 9Q Qu. 
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> * 
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My unele having leſt us, I. purſued 
the ſtudies which prevented! my go- 
ing-with him, till it was time to 
bathe. After which I went to ſup- 
per, and from thenee to bed, where 
my ſleep was greatly broken and diſ- 
turbed. There had been for many 
days before ſome ſhocks of an earth- 
quake, which the leſs. ſurprized us 
as they are extremly frequent in Cam- 
pania ; but they were ſo particular- 
ly-violent that night, that they not | 
only ſhook every thing about us, but | 

ſeemed indeed to threaten total de- 
ſtruction. My mother flew: to- my 
chamber, where the found me rifing, 
in order to awaken her!. Wel went 
out into a ſmall court belonging to 
the houſe, Which ſeparated the ſea 
from the buildings. As l Was at 
that time but eighteen. years: of age, 
pn not whether 1 thou d call 
4 O 3 my 


ahdd lan 
us tottered, and though we ſtood 


my behiioar6this . junc- 


ture; courage or raſhneſs; but 1 


took up Livy, and amuſed myſelf 


with turning over that author, and 
even making extracts from him, as 
if all about me had been in full ſe- 
curity. While we were in this poſ- 


ture, a friend of my uncle” s, Who 
Was juſt come from Spain to pay 


him a viſit, joined us, and obſerving 
me ſitting by my another with a book 
in my hand, greatly condemned her 


calmneſs, at the ſame” time that he 


reproved me for my careleſs ſecurity: 
Nevertheleſs Ifill went on with my 


author. Though it wWas now morn- 


ing, the light was exceedingly faint 


aid; che buildings all around 


3 


upon ef ti ground, yet as the place 
Was narrow and enfined, there was 


ho remaining chere without certain 
1 tt and 
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and great danger: + We therefore re- 
ſolved to quit the town. The peo- 
ple followed us in the utmoſt con- 
ſternation; and (as to a mind diſ- 
tracted with terror, every ſuggeſtion 
| ſeems more prudent than its own) 
preſſed in great crouds about us in 
our way out. Being got at a con- 
venient diſtance from the houſes, we 
ſtood ſtill, in the midſt of a moſt 
dangerous and dreadful ſcene. The 
chariots which we had ordered to be 
drawn out, were ſo agitated back 
wards and forwards though upon 
the moſt level ground, that we 
could not keep them ſteady, even 
by ſupporting them with large ſtones. 
The ſea ſeemed to roll back upon 
itſelf, and to be driven from its 
banks by the convulſive motion of 
the earth; it is certain at le, ſt the 
ares Was conſiderably enlarged, and 
O 4 ſeveral 


[ 20⁰ Il 


| foveral "ſea animals. were left upon it. fee 
| On the other ſide, a black and dread- w 
ae e ee 5 
[ ſerpentine vapour, darted out a long MW px 
| train of fire, reſembling flaſhes of M th 
lightening, but much larger. Up- m 
on this our Spaniſh friend, whom [ * 
mentioned above, addreſſing bimſelf f 


to my mother and me with greater c 
warmth and earneſtneſs: If your t 
© brother and your uncle, ſaid he, 4 
0 

q 


© is ſafe, he certainly wiſhes you 
may be ſo too; but if he periſhed, 
ut Was l no doubt, that 
vou might both ſurvive him: Why 
therefore do you delay your eſcape 
a moment? We could never think 
of our -.] N ſafety, we laid, while 
we were uncertain of us. Hereupon 
1 our friend left us, and withdrew from 
Wo the danger with the utmoſt precipi- 
tation, 800 afterwards the, cloud 


ſeemed 


Lor]! ä 


ſeemed to ere ;COVET: as 
whole ocean; as indeed it entirely 
hid the iſland of Caprea, and: the 
promontory of Miſenum. My mor 
ther ſtrongly conjured me to make 
my eſcape! at any rate, which as 1 
was young, I might eaſily do; as 
for herſelf, ſhe ſaid, her api 
corpulency rendered all attempts of 
that fort impoſſible; however ſhe 
ſhould willingly meet death, if ſhe 
could have the ſatisfaction. of ſeeing 
that ſhe was not the occaſion of mine. 
But I abſolutely refuſed to leave ben 
and taking her by the hand, IL led 
her on ſhe complied with- great re- 
luctance, and not without many re- 
proaches. to herſelf for retarding my 
flight. The aſhes now began to fall 
upon us, though in no great quan- 
tity. | I turned my head, and ob- 
ſerved behind us a thick ſmoak, which 


came 
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I propoſed while we had yet any 


up, and all the lights extinct. No- 
thing then was to be heard but the 


ſome calling for their children, üben 
for their parents, others for their 


each other by their voices; one la- 
menting his own. fate, another that 
of his family; ſome wiſhing to die, 
from the very fear of dying, ſome 
ig vp; their hands. to the gods; 


b 


came rolling after us ke a torrent 


light, to turn out of the high road, Ml wh 
leſt ſhe ſhould be preſſed to death an 
in the dark, by the croud that fol. the 
lowed us. We had ſcarce ſtepped ed 
out of the path, when a darknek an 
overſpread us, not like that of a Ml fa 
cloudy night, or when there is no tu 
moon, but of a room when it is ſhut m 


ſhrieks of women, the ſcreams of 
children; and the cries of men; 


huſpands, and only diſtinguiſhing 


but 


[1203] 
but the greater part imagining that 
the laſtabd/eternalinight' was come, 
Which was to deſtroy borh the gods 
and the world together. Among 
theſe there are ſomie who au gment- 
ed the real terrors by imaginary ones, 
and niade the frighted multitude 
falſely believe that Miſenum was ac- 
twally in flames. At length a elim- f 
mering light appeared; which we 
imagined to be rather the fore-run- 
ner of an approaching burſt of 
flames, (as in truth it was) than the 
2 —— 
at a diſtance from us *. — again we 
were immerſed in thick'darkneſs; and 
a th ſhower of aſhes Trained: upon 
us; which we were obliged every now 
and then to ſhake off; lotherwiſe we 
ſhould have been eruſhed and buried 
e heap. I miglit boaſt, that during 
all this ſcene of horror; not a ſigh or ex. 
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volved in the ſame calamity, and 


ful - darkneſs was diſſipated by de- 
grees, like a cloud or ſmoak; the 
real day returned, and even the ſun 


Every ob jet that preſented itſelf to 
ur eyes; (Which were extreme) 
weakened)..fremed;. cha ged, bei! 
kbovefed Over with white aſlles, a 
with 3.0 
Miſenum, where we refreſhed our- 
ſelves as well as we could, and paſ- 


3 £8 894 ] - 
had not my ii ſup ic | el in 
that miſerable, though ſtrong conſe. 
lation, that all mankind, were in- 


that I imagined I was periſhing with 
the world itſelf. - At laſt this dread- 


appear d, though voy Haintly, and 
as when an eclipſe is coming on. 


:ep ſnow. We returned to 


ſed an anxious night between hope 
and fear; though indeed with a 
much luder ſhare of the latter; for 

of the 


[ 29s J 
the earthquake ſtill continued, while 
ſeveral enthuſiaſtie people ran up and 
down heightening their own and 
their friends calamities, by terrible 
predictions. However, my; mother 
and I, notwithſtanding the danger 
we had paſſed, and that which till 
| threatened- us, had no thoughts of 
leaving the place, till we ſhould re- 
ceive ſome account of my uncle. 
And now you will read this nar- 
rative without any view of inſerting 
it in your hiſtory, of which. it is by 
no means worthy ; and indeed you 
muſt impute it to your own requeſ 1 
if it ſhall appear ſcaree to deſerve 
eren che ie weste of a letter. 8 Pare- 
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E cannot too much com- 
mend thoſe who take care 
to ob erve the ſurpriſimg events in 
nature, and to tranfmit all the cir- 
cumſtances of them to poſteri- 
ty. But, 1 have never approved of 
the practice of thoſe who join their 
on reflections on the ſubject, being 


1 perſuaded 


IL 20% 5 0 


perſuaded that it is not at all the 
buſineſs of an obſerver to attempt to 
explain the effects of which he has 
been eye · witneſs; his duty is to de- 
ſeribe faithfully what he hath ſeen, 
without adopting any ſyſtem or par- 
ticular opinion; otherwiſe he may 
impoſe upon the learned as well as 
the ignorant. In order to avoid this 
fault, I will exactly recount, as in a 
journal, all that I have obſerved . 
touching the laſt torrent of fluid 
matter, which iſſued from one fide 
of mount Veſuvius. 


Having * e 


with the marquis de Genzano, at 
Poggio-mar ino, ſome miles from V E42 
ſuvius, I thought of viſiting that ce- 
— D2Dñ— 
cated my, deſign to the Mar quis, Who 2 
not only approved of my reſolution, 
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but alſd provided me with all the 
mats for putting it in execution, 
and ordered ſtvetal of his domeſticky 
to/aceompany me in the excurſion, 
Aeterdiagly; 1 ſet out on the r9th 
of October, reſolved to ſatisfy my 
curiofityꝛx to the full. Having .af- 
cended about half way to the ſums 
mit, I repoſed myſelf in the very 
place, from whence; eight days af. 
ter, iſſued the torrent of fire known! 
by the name of Lava, without per- 
ceiving” the leaſt ſymptom” of ſuch 
an eruption. Continuing our route, 
we afrived- at brag ſummit of the 
mountain, where we found a pit 
about a uns- in circumference, and 
an hundred and twenty feet deep. 
There ſeemed o be nothing remark· 
able in this pit, but the fmoke which 
was thrown up from ſome openings/ 


ther pit, and towards the north, an 
hill ſixty feet high quite hollow with - 
in, from whence iſſued a continual 
ſmoke. This is the ſmoke which 
is every day ſeen to tiſe from the top 
of. mount Sn when i it is view= 


melted metal when it 


peſo through a moiſt Place. 1 
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At 1 on ec Oktober 
2 35 about half an hour after five in 


the evening, ſome ſhocks of an earth 
* were felt at Napk 
„Which is an hill in the 
_ | Veſuvivs.. Ae 
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rene wed on day the 25th, about 
nine in the evening, and heard in 


ſeve 


$. #— þ 


everal places 3. then was ſeen, to if. 
ſue ; from middle of, Veſuviu, 
If a mile below. its ſummi 


£4 


Ny a glaſs or © cl, i 1 — 95 N 
ſcending the mountain, ; | towards the 


21 


„ 


and dicected its courſe, to! Ab le 
Maure, a piece of ground covered, 


„ W © 


with wood, which. belongs to the 
ines d Ottajano. This matter roll 
with ſuch force, that on tl e 26th 
it had run four | miles, : the 
uted | diſtance between the place 
1 whence it iſſued, and the val- 
ley of E luſcio. That morning the 
weather was ve re prett) 
old; north-eaſt wind blew, whereas 
daysz ei the wing 
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wind 
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| was a e Um rain. arne“ the 
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it ran fllt / p dals of gioind in PR 
minutes, ard was tw. palme sand A 
quarter ieh a froflt, and à little 
pho "tk was ads mented By 


0 A 9 of RY ai EYES 
Inütes. 15 s thi is matter is of a thick 
| confiftenice, it does not run like was 
ter, which: Wesgecbely low i in its an 
Tee ee all-of a pieces har 
Lech, * ve 
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ſentirely'' ed wich pumiee flone, - 
If the colour of iron droſi Which 
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eapolitan palm contains about; ten 


MF) that. ſubſtracting rhe . 


Poatr of Lane feet, "hey deine f. 
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fall to 1 bottom as the Lava 4 
vances, and are inſenſibly kept un- 
derneath. They are of different 
ſizes, and often followed by - Other 
larger ſtones, ſome of which are not 
yet calcined, while others are wholly 
ſo, together with flints and a great 
quantity of earth or ſand calcined, 
Sometimes likewiſe they are mixed 
with branches of trees, pieces of oak, 
ccc. which are carried along by the 
Lava. I do not believe that the 
foreign bodies are produced by the 
| deſpumation of the matter, as is thc 
ſcum of iron with which the Lava i 
covered; I rather think they al 
pieces of rocks and other bodies, 5 
-which the torrent bris auay, and r 
Whieh being light, "ſwim: upon tix 
| ſurface; When the Lava meets with 
any obſtacle in its way, ſuch as 4 
"rock Or any other fixed body, it turn 
2 alice 
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3 ade and [takes other courſe: 


1 


wherefore, meeting with trees, it 


makes a compaſs round, ſtops for oa 


moment; riſes und at length runs 
away on one ſide. Theſe trees ſub- 
ſiſt for ſome: time, without ſeeming to 


have received any apparent damage 3 
but being ſoon reduced to charcoal in 
chat part of the trunk which the 
matter had ſurrounded, they fall an 
goat upon the ſurface, until being 
thoroughly dried, they kindle and 
are conſumed. 
Fraken-to cut the trees in all places 
5 it is ſuppoſed the 
torrent will paſs, in order to ſave 


Care is generally 


from its fury; but as the trunks 


to iſſue from among the pumice- 
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*. 


remain ſtanding, it ſets them on fire 
in its paſſage; ſo that a flame is ſcen 


5 though it ĩs not ee, and 8 
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which I made in the valley of Fluſ- 
cio, thro which the Lava paſſed in 
a road 1 5 o palm 8 
which was but 255 3 pal ms in height, 


9 ——— 23 


was continually flowing from Veſu- 


1 4 
the ſame phenomenon is obſerved ! in 
ſeveral parts a the ſurface. 
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The Lava, A daes 1 10 a 
continual noiſe; its courſe is not ſo ra- 
pid, but that o. may go before it at 
the diſtance of one or. two ſathoms: 
fo that he has an opportunity of mak- 


ing ſeveral obſervations, and it ex- 


* 


be . * C905 dien 5 0 7 ct 
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of Da. to return t * 88. 


enereaſed to 3 4a little after; it roſe 


to the height of four, on account of 


the great quantity of matter which 


vius, 
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vius, and. i in twelve minutes ran 

1 palms ef ground. ale height 
augmented ſucceſſively to 73 palms, 
and having met with a ſpace extend- 
ing 182 feet in width, it ran 147 
palms in 16 minutes. The valley 
olf Fluſcio, in this place, ſtretches 
to the left, into a road that leads to 


the country-houſe of M. Anthony 


Buonincon tro, oppoſite to le Maure, 


and from thence to a Fiſh-pond of 
the territory of Boſco Regale; and 
on the right, to a valley eighty palms 


deep, and upwards of fifty wide, 
called the valley of M. Anthony Bu- 
onineontro, becauſe it is in the neigh- 
bomrhood of his houſe and le Maure. 


1 beine come fo the end o | 
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nente that was in its way, but about 
half an hour after eight in the even- 
ing, precipitated itſelf into the val- 
ley on the right, having run half a 

mile of ground, ſince noon. It did 
Not fall in form of water, but like 
a ſoft paſte, being detached in diſſe- 
rent pieces; nor did it make a great 
noiſe in its fall, although it was more 
loud than in its an n ms 
Ne ol. Fluſcia. * His ob 


a0 ning filled tha __ . at 
the, diſtance of ſeveral Pades, it con 
tinued its courſe. As this valley 
ends at the road en the Lava 
quitted, and ſtretches out anew, 
under the country houſe of Buon- 
incontro, forming with: it a æbad that 
leads to the fi ſn-pond, the Lava, 
about ninę in the evening, had ar- 
riyed; cat che place where; the two 
ö | a roads 


wv] 
Jo's meet, 7: Inftead —— 
which goes to. the fiſſi· pondꝭ ĩt turn- 
ed tothe left, ied dee fand vi 
lage, and: directed its/courſe through 
theſe lands, namely ere of 
gt. Maria Salon“, and that of the ba- 


ron de Maſſa; having run from nine 


in the evening till midnight, the 
third part of a mile. It afterwards 


paſſed through the grounds of the | 


baron de Maſha, extending itſelf more 
and more till towards midnight; then 


"Pp 


it —— contract ele 2 0 "run | 


akds, to the road of i Pogo Marin 
where it . n 8 Die 


ou tc No- vnn 541 eres 

bake we d N 
ierly, che Lava ſlackened in its 
courſe; Ge that towards half an Hour 
a _ in the evening, it was opa 
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[a8] 
pofite'ito the Inn du bene, o com. 
monly called la Cercola a Babzani, 
upon the ground which leads to the 
Fiſh-pond, which is between the vil 
lage where it had owes pi and 
Sth Maria Salome... 


1871 (33 19179 gt 


5 be ae contributed to ory 
rate its impetuoſity; firſt, it met 
with a plain where, it had liberty to 


fink and extend itſelf; then the ſtones 
Cy, falling 
1 part, 
and riſing ſeveral. palms above its le- 
vel, greatly retarded its courſe: then 
it cooled by degrees, loſt its fluidity, 


that floated upon the ſurfax 


acquired a more ſolid conſiſtence, 
and... conſequently; made leſs. way. 


The ground. which/it.occupied in this 
doo Common 
— Or 1900 Neapolitan palms. 
n in. front; was in ſore 


place, was in, widt 
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places, a; yada, 11 a ten, and 


in others twelve, according as the 
ground was more or leſs elevated. 


It was not only in the front, and at 


| this plate, chat it cooled, but alſo 

upon the ſides, and in the valley 

where it had precipitated itſelf the 
evening before. It likewiſe cooled 
ſrom the front to the width of 180 
palms, which was the extent of the 
ground that it occupied before it fell 
E into the valley of Buon-incontro. 
It formed in that whole ſpace, com- 
; prehending that of the valley, a hill 


of pumice and other ſtones, as bigh ; 
as _ a 1 wired $970 on the you 3 


by - 
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8 ava ail feküed⸗ neu- 
| matter from veſuvius, it filled the 
ole valley of Fluſcio to the place 
where it ſtopt, continuing to drive # 
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Which. Was ſcem frotm time to time, 
ng tlie ſames Advund. 
Ubepfold of Buon- 
inebntie; the heuſt and rod tha 
leads to the Fifth PO A great part 
of this melted tratter had opened a 
through'the'ſt6nes in tlie val 

itro, where it con- 


ler to the 
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n of the Lava, w. i 

lands of the 
about ſeven” a clock the Preceding 
night. Having; about four in the af- 
ernoon, meaſured the -velotity" of 
the current, in the middle of the 
Lava, at that part ehrowglbwhich it 
diſcharged itſelf into the valley of 
Buon- incontro, I found it fan 28 
palms in one minute, on a front 
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8 row; out pay paces, 
d ma 7 * on the baron 8 
1 nine in who. evening. 
This current in the middle, extend 


matter which had ſtopt near the 
\Chtne; ſo that in the ſpace 
Went hours, 
read deadin g to 
wyxent)j q i common 


ew 
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— to right and left, began to -puſh 


it approached the 
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Maria Salomé, which: is below the 
inn, wichout damaging che ground, 
belonging to it, and — ak _ 
100 paces. The middle part, which, 


the day before, was 94 paces in t 
width, lengthened out this day, and 
occupied 150 paces of grour The > 
part that was above the inn; flott 17 


but that which was below, t 
road to the Fiſh-pond: its courſe was 
afterwards interrupted, and, about 
four in the afternoon, the torrent 
continued its route through the val- 
ley of Buon ; incontro, running in 
| the valley at the rate of 21 palms 
of ground, and near the inn, x0 
palms and an half, in che ſpace of a 
base uy Then its front advancing 
ſeveral paces in tlie valley, it Pene- 
trated into the ſheepfold, which is 
oppoſite to the houſe, and took the 
" road 
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tinuing, m route, I contented my- 4 


elf with obſerving through a. tel 
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tity. of tg nes, which Es d 
the. torrent, with incret 
ſity, and as they were of a b. 
colour, py i perfectly diſtingui 
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On the Zoth, the wind ſhifting to 
the north-eaſt, the weather was ex: 
tremely cold and fair; the Lay, 
leaving on the right the baron de 
Maſſa's houſe, which is on the road 
from Boſco-Reale to Poggio - Marino, 
gained ground anew, after having 
ſtopt for che {pace of twelve hours, 


On the 3 iſt; the wind continuing 
north eaſterly, the Lava flackened 
conſiderably in the valley of Buon- 

7] incontro, running no more than 

eight palms in a minute; it had 
taken the road to the — and 

7 penetrated into an houſe next to the 

Inn. Having left the houſe of the 
baron de Maſſa on the right, it con- 

tinued its courſe as far as the road 

that goes from Boſco-Reale to Pog- 
gio-Marino, after having over- turn- 
ed a ſmall houſe in its way; it made 

ps | : 


I 2256 
ed one of them by the door, ad- 


= he 88 I Kling on 8 Guſt ar 


of November, the current which 


uon incontro, cooled externally and 
opt, although there was ſtill fire 
Junderneath. It likewiſe ſtopt : on 


0 far from the valley of Fluſcio, 
being 120 paces: J went to exa- 


hole covered with white flints ex- 
remely acrid. 1 found ſeveral of 
3 hem covered with fl ammoniacum, 


my obſervations, though it was mix- 


\ 


1 compaſs round two S enter- 


vanced ſome paces: —— and then 


bad thrown itſelf into the valley of 


the road of Boſco- Reale, having run | 


mine its ſurface, ſaw ſmoke iſſue 
from ſeveral parts of it, and the 


The ſmell of which I had evidently 


Perceived during the whole time of 
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ed Wich that of the trees, which the 


3 Lava | had burned i in its courſe, We 
likewiſe obſerved, in the night, 4 
flame like that ot fulphur, iffue 


from the ſurface of the Lava, but it | 


was of thort duration, 
| 191 a not examine 1 1 of 
| Heat in this matter, becauſe I was 
perſuaded. that it is the ſame with 
that of melted metal, being r no other 
than a compoſition of the earthy, 
metalline and mineral parts that form 
mount Veſuvius, which fermenting 
gradually by the aſſiſtance of ſulphur, 


have melted and refined. When 


this matter ferments to ſuch a degree, 


the ſtony eruſt that forms the inte- 
rior plan of the mountain, it makes 
an effort, forces a paſſage through 


| the tides, and takes its courſe by 
the 


that it can no longer remain under 


of. a black 2 like chat which is. 


pas che ſtreets of Naples. ys 


1 ſhall not pretend to ative the 
figure, quality, or ſize, of the dif- 


ferent kinds of n matter with which the 


ſurface of the Lava was covered; be- 


cauſe that! Is morally impoſſible. Any | 


one may eaſily « conceive that this mat- 
ter 18 compoſed of all the mineral and 
metalline parts that form Veſuvius, 


and are of a diſpoſition to melt; ; — 


that the mountain containing benden 
a great quantity of ſulphur, the ſur- 
face muſt, be covered with different 
kinds of. bodies, ſome of which re- 
emble iron-ſcum, others an extreme- 
ly hard cruſt; and a third fort are of 
Ant, Hh and figure. For the 

| Q 2 _ fame 


taken from the old Lava, i in order t to 
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ſame reaſon I have omitted ſpeaking 
of the lateral falls or ſtreams that the 
principal current formed in the differ- 
ent parts of the country which it de- 
luged, together with the height to 
which the pumice- ſtones and flints 
were thrown from the front and ſides. 
Let is ſuffice to obſerve; that the Lava 
having occupied, the ſecond day, a 
great extent of ground, that the in- 
flammable matter having diminiſhed 
in heighth, and loft part of its fluidi- 
ty, without ceaſing, however, to car- 
ry along with it abundance of cal- 
cined ſtones and other bodies, it was 
ſome time before it could continue 
its courſe ; and, during this interval, 
divers heaps of pumice-ſtones and 
Hints, raiſed to a conſiderable height, 
were formed in ſeveral parts of the 
front and fades. At length, how- 
ever, freſh matter arriving, had force 

| | enough 


| ugh With an unequal m motion, 
bodies which * its e 


When hy ny ad . in \ Gps 


or to one fide, we ſaw the heaps of 


ſtones fall, and the fire underneath 
appear; ſure ſigns that it began to put 


itſelf again in motion. In precipi- 


tating irſelf from theſe heaps of pu- 
mice-ſtone, it made a noiſe like that 


which is heard when pieces of copper 


or glaſs are jingled together. Theſe 
pumice-ſtones, though full of pores, 
had a conſiderable weight, propor- 
een to their magnitude. 


What attracted my chief attention 
were two kindled torrents, formed by 
the matter of the firſt Lava. One 


of theſe took its courſe. on the other , 


hide of that which I have mentioned, 
. to- 


Cite. 1 
towards the wood of Ottajans, on the 


firſt, day of November, in the even- 
ing; z and the other, a few; days af. 


ter, about the ſixth, on this fade, in 
reſpect to thoſe = were at Naples, 
above the Boſco-Trecaſe, which is on 


the ſame line with the Fiſh-pond and 


Boſco-Reale. Me have ſeen. above, 


that the Lava of Boſco-Reale depo- 


ſited in its courſe, ſtones, calcined 
earth, and other bodies that floated 


on its ſurface; and the ſame thing 
happened when it quitted the ſpot 
called Atrio del Cavallo. For ſeven 


days it threw up ſuch a vaſt quantity 
of matter, or pumice- -ſtones like the 


droſs of iron, that the whole ground 


was filled with them; ſo that the mat- 
ter ſtill flowing from Veſuvius, was 

obliged to turn aſide in the evening 

of the firſt day of November towards 
Ottajano, and on the fixth toward: 
SS.” Bol 


1 1 

Boſeo- Trecaſe. It appears, therefore, 
that theſe two torrents were no other 
than conſiderable branches of the firſt 
which tock its courſe towards the 
Fiſh-pond and Boſco-Reale, I could 
not learn whether or not the matter 
which began to run on the firſt da 
of November, iſſued from the oper 


ing that was made on the twenty: fiftli 


at night. T fhall, therefore, content 
myſelf with relating the obſervations 


communicated to me by thoſe whony 
I ſent to viſit the place from whence 


iſſued the torrent that took 1 its courſe 


towards Boſco-Trecaſe. They found 
its ſource ſome fathoms lower than the 


firſt opening; but they perceived that 


the Lava iſſued from that place. It 
was impoſſible for them to diſcover 
its firſt ſource, becauſe it was covered 


with an hard, continued vault, ſeve-. 
ral fathoms i in length, which reſound- 


| 8 ed 
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rück with” a" ſtaff. The 
matter ran above like a river, iſſued 
through an opening which it had 
made, and took its courſe towards 
Boſco- Trecaſe, tending towards the 
Fiſh-pond, as well as the firft Lava. 
The mountain in this place was 


pierced by ſeveral holes. It follows 
from this obſervation, compared with 


the firſt, that the matter not being 


able to iſſue all at once, through the 


opening which it had made on the 
twenty fifth of October, effected an- 


other below, that it — 00 have free 
toom to eee iefell. 


On the 2d day of Noiniic the 
wind ſhifted to the ſouth, with rain, 
and this weather continued till the 
10th: : but, the north wind Teturn- 
ing, Veſuvius and the other moun- 
wurhood of Naples, 


tains in the neighb 


We 
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were in the morning _— . 


v. ch ſnow. 


After having g gone 3 two SR 
in Boſco-Trecaſe, I found the Lava 


about half a mile from its origin, or 


the vault of which 1 have ſpoke — 5 
It was partly cooled, but ran like that 
14 upon the eſtate of the , 


Baron de. Maſſa. It was then upon 


which 


the grounds of Cæſar Vitelli. Hav- 


ing advanced ſome paces, I perceived 


on one fide, among the pumice-ſtones 


and other bodies that were already 
cooled, two openings, one of three 
| palms and the other of four; from 
each of which iſſued a ſtream of melt- 
ed matter, covered with an hard, 
tranſparent cruſt, which I attributed 
to the rain which then fell. About 
half an hour after five o clock in the 
evening, having meaſured the velo- 


city of the firſt branch that was near- 
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E oontinnes w burn the trees of thefon- 
reſt . This eircumſtance proves that 
the mountain has not et omited up 
, all the matter wWHich hath been amaſſ- 
; ed in its bowels for ſeveral years. 
The torrent which took! its courſe 
towards Boſco- Trecaſe did not ſtop 
all che aoth day of November. Dur- 
b ing the whole courſe of my: obſerva- 
3 tions, Veſuvius threw up nothing but 
ſome clouds of ſmoke of different 
# degrees of thickneſs, as is commonly 
che caſe Every yea. E nue 


0 


q on the 15th Jay of N Teens te L 
5 ſent the people who had attended me 
to the ſummit of Veſuvius, to ſee if 
its interior plan had undergone any 
Jalteration; and they reported, that 
they could not find the ſummit which 
. they had ſeen on the 19th of Octo- 
W ber,” but, in lieu of ie, i 4 profound 
Hodtic ior NN R $7115 e e 


gulph or pit, throwing out ſmoke in. 
ceſſantly; at one fide of which was 


a deep canal ſeveral, palms in breadth, 
which crofitd the fufface, ſtretching 


towards the place where Veſuvius was 


open. Deſcending from the ſummit 


of the mountain into the internal ſur- 
face, they found. the ſame kind of 
matter as Lava, but open in ſeveral 
places, and filled with ſulphur of 

different colours, as we have already 
obſerved on the 19th of . October, 
which was the day of the eruption. 


They found it warm in ſeveral places; 


but, a approaching the great gulph and 


canal to ſee if they could diſcover fire, 
they were prevented from accomiþliſh- 


ing their « aim bh. the great clouds of 


imoke. 
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